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I HOPE that the children who read this book will first 
have read the Preface to ' The Story of Genesis.' 

In this Preface I want to explain very shortly the 
pictures which you will find in the book, and especially 
to tell you something about the land of Egypt, where 
Joseph stored up com to feed all the world in the years 
of famine, and where Israel and his children and grand- 
children came to live, and where their children and 
grandchildren continued until the time of Moses. 

The Egyptians were the oldest and wisest and 
strongest nation of the ancient world, a nation whose 
history can be traced farther back than that of and 
other people, and whose wise men studied art any 
science and religion when the other nations were mere 
savages. No less than seven thousand years ago the 
Egyptians raised in the desert a mighty monster, the 
Sphinx, with lion body and human face, that looks 
down in calm, mysterious majesty upon the men of to- 
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day, as it looked upon the men of seventy centuries 
ago. Six thousand years ago they began to build the 
Pyramids ; and they also continue to the present time, 
and are still the wonder of the worid. You may see 
them in the distance in the little view of the Nile on 
page 21. And more than three thousand years ago, 
during the time that the Israelites were in Egypt, they 
built temples larger and grander and more magnificent 
than any other temples that have ever been built. Of 
these the ruins only remain, but in order to see them, 
men still come from far countries to Egypt ; for in all 
the world there are none to equal them. Facing page 
2 is a sketch of some half-fallen pillars of one of the 
great temples built at this time. 

For all these mighty works, hundreds of thousands 
of labourers were required, and to obtain labourers the 
Kings of Egypt, the Pharaohs, as they were called, 
went forth to battle, and made many captives. Facing 
page 44 is a picture of the Pharaoh who oppressed the 
Children of Israel, in his war-chariot, going out to the 
fight. Round his brow is the sacred asp ; beside him 
runs the royal lion ; in front of the chariot is a warrior 
armed with bow and arrows. He also will work de- 
struction among the foe, but in comparison with the 
Pharaoh he is represented as a dwarf beside a giant. 

The Kings of Egypt spread their conquests far and 
wide. They overran the countries of the south and the 
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countries of the east, and brought back many of the 
inhabitants of those lands to labour as slaves in Egypt. 
On page 16 is a picture painted more than three 
thousand years ago on one of the walls of a tomb in 
Egypt, which represents the captives at their work of 
making briqks. One is preparing the clay ; another is 
carrying it in a bucket on his shoulder ; others, again, 
are carrying the bricks in slings and setting them in 
rows. Among the labourers stand and sit the Egyptian 
taskmasters, stick in hand. 

Every day a certain number of bricks had to be 
made, and from among the captives were chosen over- 
seers, whose duty it was to see that the number was 
complete. In case of any falling short, the overseers 
were cruelly beaten. On page 18 is a picture, also 
found in an ancient tomb, which represents the over- 
seers of a certain village being brought to account. 
The two scribes seated on the right are noting down 
what they say. 

During the time that the Israelites were in Egypt 
there sat upon the throne one of the greatest of all the 
Pharaohs, Rameses II. As a boy of ten he began to 
reign, conjointly with his father, the king-consort. As 
a young man he performed marvellous feats of valour, 
and his mighty deeds were sung by the poets of the 
day, and written in stone upon the walls and pillars of 
the temples which he built. For sixty-seven years he 
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reigned, and when he died his eye was not dim, nor was 
his natural force abated. 

About ten years ago the mummy of this king was 
discovered, hidden in a great cave cut out of the side of 
a inountain. The body had been embalmed according 
to the Egyptian custom, and now it lies in the museum 
at Ghizeh, near Cairo, ^ where men can still gaze at the 
proud face and mighty, though now shrunken, limbs of 
the great Pharaoh. Faciug page 6 is a portrait of this 
king, and on page 10 is a view of a fallen colossal statue 
— one of the m&ny raised to himself in his own life-time 
by Rameses II. 

This was the king who has been called the Pharaoh 
of the Oppression, because it was he who first cast his 
eyes upon the Hebrew strangers and forced them to 
join the captives in labouring at the work of brick- 
making for the store-cities and the great temples that 
he built. This, too, was the king whose daughter 
saved Moses from the death by drowning, and had him 
instructed in all the learning of the Egyptians. 

As in other countries, so in Egypt, the learning was 
for the few ; the many were in ignorance. The few, 
who had leisure to study, studied astronomy, and 
mathematics, and medicine, and art, and science, and 
religion. The few believed in a supreme God, the 
creating, life-giving Spirit ; but they taught the many 

^ In this musenm is also the statue of the Lady Nefert (see p. 3). 
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to adore him under the form of symbols or emblems. 
And as in other countries, so in Egypt, the ignorant 
many mistook the symbols for that which they were 
intended to signify. Animals which by the learned 
were regarded as emblems either of the supreme God 
or of inferior gods, were worshipped by the ignorant as 
being themselves gods. 

The gods, too, were represented as having the heads 
of animals, as in the picture on page 26. There you 
will see Kneph, the ram-headed, regarded as represent- 
ing the creative power of God ; and Ra, the hawk- 
headed, the sun-god. Each holds in one hand the 
crooked stick or sceptre, the emblem of Purity and Law, 
and in the other hand the headless cross, the symbol of 
Life, surmounted by a ring, the symbol of Eternity. On 
the head of Ea is the sun's disc, encircled with the 
sacred asp — again the symbol of Eternity. 

Of all animals the bull, Apis, was held to be the 
most sacred ; you will find a picture of him facing page 
74. This is copied from a painting found in the tomb 
of a certain Pet-amen, and the translation of the hiero- 
glyphs on the slab on which the bull is standing is, 
' May the god Apis grant Life everlasting to Pet-amen, 
the son of Ptah-esi.' Amongst other animals considered 
specially sacred were the cat, the ibis, the asp, the 
stork, the jackal, and the goat. And when the 
Egyptians went out to war, heads of these animals were 
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carried before them as standards. On page 123 is a 
reproduction of two Egyptian standards — the heads of 
a jackal and a hawk, cast in metal and set apon a pole, 
with silken streamers tied beneath the heads to float in 
the breeze. 

Barneses the Great, the Pharaoh of the Oppression, 
died, and was succeeded by his son Meneptah, who has 
been called the Pharaoh of the Exodus. You will find 
his portrait facing page 36. Under his reign many 
troubles came upon Egypt. Plagues fell upon the land 
and wasted it, and destroyed both man and beast. 
Moses also led forth the Children of Israel out of Egypt, 
and a great part of the army of Pharaoh was destroyed 
in pursuing after them by the waters of the Eed Sea. 

But the Children of Israel escaped from Pharaoh 
and his host, and were led by Moses through the wilder- 
ness towards the land of Canaan. At the Holy Mountain 
of Sinai they halted for a year, and there they entered 
into a covenant with the God of their fathers, and 
received from the Lord the Law of the Covenant. 
There, too, they prepared the Holy Tent or Tent of 
Meeting, in which the Lord said that he would meet 
with them, and would make known his will. On page 
88 is a sketch of the Tent standing in its outer court, 
formed of curtains hung between poles, while in front of 
it are the Laver for washing and the Altar of Sacrifice. 

Pacing page 90 is a sculpture from the Arch of 
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Titus, at Rome. This arch was bnilt to commemorate 
the Triumph of Titus when he returned to Rome in the 
year of our Lord 80, after having taken the city of 
Jerusalem and spoiled the Temple. Among the spoils 
taken from the Temple were certain things which had 
been fashioned on the pattern of those described in the 
book of Exodus as having been prepared for the Tent 
in the wilderness — the Golden Candlestick with its 
seven branches, which you will see in the picture, on 
the leffc ; also the Table of Shewbread, turned over on its 
side, with two silver trumpets crossed in front of it. 
Titus brought these treasures from Jerusalem to Rome, 
but where they are now, no man knows. It has been 
supposed by some that when the Emperor Maxentius 
set out from Rome in the year 312 to march against 
Constantino, he took them with him, and that after the 
battle of the Milvian Bridge, when the Emperor him- 
self was pressed by the throng over the bridge into the 
Tiber, these also were lost in the Tiber, and that they 
are lying to this very day embedded in the mud at the 
bottom of the yellow stream. 

The Holy Tent was covered with four sets of cur- 
tains, of which the outermost were made of the skins of 
an animal called in the Authorised Version of our Eng- 
lish Bible the badger, and in the revised version the 
seal. The well-known naturalist, the Rev. J. G. Wood, 
having made a study of the subject, believes the animal 
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in question to be the badger, and I have therefore 

ventured to reproduce the picture given in his ^ Bible I 

Animals ' of ' The Badger and its Home.' 

When the Israelites had finished making the Holy 
Tent, they journeyed on from the foot of Mount Sinai 
until they came to Kadesh Bamea, almost within sight 
of the Promised Land. The pictures on pages 57, 65, 
70, and 131 are views taken in the desert — bleak and 
bare and desolate; the picture facing page 134 is a 
view taken in the south of the land of Canaan, showing 
a fenced city set upon a hill, with a rich country sur- 
rounding it of pastures and olive-trees. 

The Children of Israel were looking forward with 
eagerness to the time when they should sit each man 
under his own vine and his own fig-tree, but when they 
heard that giants dwelt in the fenced cities, whom they 
would have to conquer before they could possess the 
land, they were afraid, and in their hearts turned back 
again into Egypt. They forgot the cruel bondage 
which they had endured, and thought only of their en- 
joyment of the good things that the earth brought forth 
so freely in that land. The illustration on page 140, 
which comes from an Egyptian tomb, represents the 
gathering of fruit in Egypt. In the upper part of the 
picture men are gathering grapes ; in the lower part 
they are gathering figs, and laying them in baskets 
covered with leaves. 
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Moses would not take the Children of Israel back to 
Egypt, but seeing that they were afraid to go up and 
fight for the land which the Lord had promised them, 
he led them again into the wilderness, in order that, 
through trial and hardship, they might leam lessons of 
endurance and self-restraint, and might thus become 
capable of attaining to the happiness to which they had 
been looking forward so long. 

« « # # # 

I desire to offer my very sincere thanks to various 
persons who have kindly facilitated the illustration of 
this book : 

To Mr. Murray, for permission to copy three 
illustrations from Sir G. Wilkinson's 'Manners and 
Customs of the Ancient Egyptians ' — namely, ' Making 
Bricks in Egypt,' 'Bringing the Overseers to the 
Scribes for Reckoning,' and 'Gathering Fruit in 
Egypt.' 

To Messrs. Bell & Sons, for leave to reproduce the 
view of Rephidim, the two views of Mount Sinai, and 
the view of Hazeroth, from Professor Palmer's ' Desert 
of the Exodus ' ; also for leave to copy from the map of 
the Sinai Peninsula in the same book. 

To the Hon. Secretary of the Egypt Exploration 
Fund, for leave to copy from the map furnished by 
M. Naville in his report of the ' Store City of Pithom ' 
for that Society ; also for leave to reproduce the little 
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view of the Nile, and the sketch of the ruins of the 
Ramesseum from ' A Thousand Miles up the Nile.' . 

To Mr. Renouf, for permission to make a tracing of 
the god Apis at the British Museum. 

To Miss Benthall, for preparing the little sketch 
of the ' Tent of Meeting/ from the measurements given 
in the Bible. 

To Mr. A. 0. Blunt, for the sketch of ' The South 
Country of the Land of Canaan.' 

To Messrs. Cassell, for leave to reproduce the 
' Lady Nefert/ from Professor Eber's ' Egypt/ and for 
the palm-tree. 

And to Messrs. Longman, for leave to reproduce the 
heads of the two Pharaohs, the ^Animal-headed Gods 
worshipped by the Egyptians,' and ' Pharaoh in his 
Chariot,' from Canon Rawlinson's ' Ancient Egypt,' and 
for various animals from the Rev. J. G. Wood's ' Bible 
Animals.' 

FRANCES YOUNGHUSBAND. 
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THE BIRTH OF MOSES 

More than three hundred years had passed away since 
the death of Joseph, and still the Children of Israel 
were settled in Egypt. Still they lived in the fruitful 
land of Goshen ; still they kept themselves apart from 
the Egyptians as strangers in a strange land ; and 
during all these years they had increased and multiplied, 
so that they were now become a great people. 

But their condition was very different from that 
which it had been in the time of Joseph. The King 
who had been the friend of Joseph, and had invited his 
family to come and settle in the country, was long since 
dead; and now another King, who knew not Joseph, 
was seated on the throne. 

This King, although he belonged to another race, 
was also called Pharaoh, for that was the name of all 
the kings of Egypt. Of all the Pharaohs he was the 
greatest and mightiest. He made war with his enemies 
and subdued them. He built also cities and temples so 
vast and strong that their ruins remain even to this very 
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day. For these mighty works countless labourers were 
required ; and Pharaoh cast his eyes upon the Hebrew 
strangers who were settled in his land, and determined 
to make them useful. ' Behold the Children of Israel/ 
he said to his people. 'Come on, let us deal wisely 
with them, lest they multiply, and it come to pass 
that when there falleth out any war, they join them- 
selves unto our enemies and fight against us, and so 
get them up out of the land.' 

From this time forward the Children of Israel were 
treated with rigour. Instead of being allowed to live 
in peace as before, occupied with their flocks and herds, 
they were now obliged to labour at making bricks 
wherewith to buil^ two great cities for storing the corn 
and other treasures of Pharaoh. Taskmasters also were 
set to overlook their work, and to afflict them with 
heavy burdens, and to make their lives bitter with hard 
service in mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of 
service in the field. But in spite of all this hard labour, 
the Children of Israel did not die, as the King intended, 
but went on increasing more and more. And they built 
for Pharaoh two store cities in the land of Goshen ; the 
name of the one was Pithom, and the name of the other 
was Jameses. 

Then Pharaoh made a cruel and wicked law. And 
he charged his people, saying, * Every son that is bom 
of the Hebrews ye shall cast into the River, but every 
daughter ye shall save alive:' 

So the men of Pharaoh went into all the dwellings 
of the Hebrews, and wherever they found that a little 
boy had been bom, they took him from his mother and 
cast him into the river Nile, that he might be drowned. 
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THE BIRTH OF MOSES 8 

Now there was a, woman named Jochebed, who 
belonged to the family of Levi, the third eon of Israel. 
She was married to a man named Amram, also of the 
house of Levi, and a little 
boy was bom to them. The 
child was fair and goodly, 
and Jochebed was deter- 
mined at all costs to aave 
him, if she could, from the 
King's officers. For three 
months she hid him in her 
house, but it was too great 
a risk to keep him there. 
So she made a little ark, or 
boat, of twisted bulrushes, 
which she gathered from the 
banks of the river, and 
covered it with pitch, to 
prevent the water from get- 
• ting in. Then she placed 
the child in the ark, and 
laid it among the rashes by 
the river's brink, near the 
place where the daughter 
of Pharaoh was accustomed 
to enter the river to bathe. 
As Jochebed had hoped, 
the daughter of Pharaoh 
came down that day from her palace to the river, 
attended by her maidens. And as she walked along 
the bank, she presently perceived the little ark that 
' A statue ia the Hnseum at Qhizeh, near Cairo. 
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had been placed among the rushes, and sent one of her 
maids to take it up. The maid brought it, and when it 
had been opened, the Princess saw within a beautiful 
little boy of three months old, who, being frightened 
at the strange faces round him, began to weep. At 
once she knew why his mother had been obliged to 
forsake her child, and she looked kindly at the baby 
and said, * This is one of the Hebrews' children.' 

Just then a Hebrew girl came forward, whose name 
was Miriam. She was the baby's sister, and had been 
sent by her mother to hide among the reeds by the 
river in order that she might watch and see what would 
become of him. When she saw the Princess looking 
kindly at him, she went up to her, and said, ' Shall I 
go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, 
that she may nurse the child for thee ? ' 

The Princess answered, ' Go ; ' and Miriam ran with 
joy, and fetched the baby's mother. Then the princess 
said to Jochebed, ' Take this child away and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages.' 

With a heart full of thankfulness Jochebed returned 
to her home, carrying with her the child that she loved 
so dearly. Now she had no longer any fear that cruel 
men would come and snatch him from her arms to 
throw him into the river, for he belonged to Pharaoh's 
daughter. The mother kept him until he no longer 
needed a nurse ; then she gave him up to the Princess, 
who took him for her own son, and called him by the 
name of Moses. 

So the Hebrew child was brought up in the palace 
of the King of Egypt. There he was taught all the 
things that princes and great men are expected to 
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know, and he became learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in deeds and words. There 
he had riches and pleasures and honours, all that the 
world could give to make him happy ; but nevertheless, 
as he grew up to manhood, his heart was often full of 
heaviness, for he could not forget the sufferings of his 
brethren, the Children of Israel, whose bondage became 
every year more grievous, and their taskmasters more 
harsh and unmerciful. At last, when he was forty 
years old, he felt that he could no longer bear to live at 
ease whilst they were in misery, and he forsook the 
court of the King of Egypt, and went to dwell among 
his own people, in order that he might share their 
wretchedness and seek to deliver them. 

On the very first day that he went among them he 
saw a sight which made his blood boil. One of the 
Egyptian taskmasters was cruelly smiting a Hebrew 
who had done no wrong, and the anger of Moses was 
kindled. He looked this way and that way to see that 
no one was in sight, and then he smote the Egyptian 
and kiUed him, and buried his body in the sand of the 
desert, which came close up to the edge of the culti- 
vated land. He had thought that he was alone, but he 
had been seen by some of the Israelites ; and they, instead 
of thanking God that at last there had risen up among 
them a man of courage, were afraid lest the thing that 
Moses had done should draw down upon them the 
wrath of Pharaoh, and were angry with him for his 
rashness. They did not understand that he had been 
raised up by God to give them deliverance from their 
enemies, and when on the next day he again went 
among them, they received him coldly. 
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But his* heart yearned towards them, and seeing 
two of them who were striving together, he sought to 
make peace, saying, ' Sirs, ye are brethren ; why do ye 
wrong one to another ? ' 

They would not listen to him however, and the man 
who was doing his neighbour wrong thrust him away, 
saying, 'Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 
Wouldest thou kill me as thou killedst the Egyptian 
yesterday?' 

Then Moses perceived that the thing was known ; 
and soon he heard that it had come to the ears of 
Pharaoh, and that Pharaoh was seeking for him to slay 
him. So he was obliged to flee for his life, and he 
arose, and escaped out of the land of Egypt. 
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THE BURNING BUSH 

Moses fled away across the desert, and came after some 
days to the land of the Midianites, a race of roving 
shepherds, who lived in the wilderness. Among the 
Midianites there was a priest named Jethro, who had 
seven daughters, and to them he gave the charge of his 
flocks. And it came to pass that when Moses had 
reached their country, he sat down to rest beside a well 
at which the daughters of Jethro were wont to water 
the flocks of their father. 

*0n the day when Moses sat down to rest beside the 
well, the daughters of Jethro came, as they were wont, 
to draw water, and fill the troughs for their cattle to 
drink. Every day they came at noon, but they had 
always to wait some time before they could get the 
water, for there were certain shepherds, rude and barbar- 
ous, who drove away the maidens until they themselves 
had finished drawing water for their own flocks. But 
when Moses saw the rough shepherds he was angry, 
and he rose up and helped the maidens, and drew water 
for them, as much as they needed. 

When the maidens returned to their father, he 
asked them, ' Why is it that ye are come home so soon 
to-day ? ' 
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And they answered him, saying, * An Egyptian 
delivered us out of the hands of the shepherds, and also 
drew water enough for us, and watered the flock.' 

* Where is he ? ' asked Jethro, who wished to thank 
the stranger for this kindness to his daughters. ' Why 
is it that ye have left the man ? Call him, that he may 
eat bread with us.' 

So they ran, and called Moses ; and Jethro set bread 
before him, and begged him to remain with them, and 
not depart, and he said that he would give him one of 
his daughters to be his wife. And Moses tarried with 
Jethro for many long years, and fed his flocks. He who 
had been called the son of Pharaoh's daughter was now a 
poor shepherd. He had not given up the hope of serving 
his brethren, the Children of Israel, but for the time he 
could do nothing ; and he waited patiently, turning over 
in his mind many thoughts that were full of profit to 
him in after years. 

At last, after forty years, the King who had sought 
to kill him died, and Moses was free to return into 
Egypt. The time was now at hand when the Children 
of Israel were to be delivered from their bondage. And 
as Moses thought on these things, he beheld one day a 
wondrous vision. 

There was little pasture in the desert, and he was 
wont to lead his flocks from place to place in search of 
grass and shrubs that they could eat. On this day he 
had wandered far into the desert of Sinai, and had come 
even to Mount Horeb, which men called the Mount of 
God. Presently he lifted up his eyes to the mountain, and 
there, high on the brow of the hill above him, stood a 
lonely thorn-tree wrapped in flames. And as he looked. 
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behold, the bush went on burning with fire, and yet the 
bush was not consumed ! 

And Moses said, ' I will now turn aside, and see this 
great sight, why the bush is not burnt.' 

He began to climb the mountain, but as he drew 
near the bush he heard a voice, and behold the Lord 
called to him from out of the midst of the bush, saying, 
' Moses, Moses ! ' 

And he answered, ' Here am I.' 

Then the Lord said unto him, *Draw not nigh 
hither. Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground. I am the God 
of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.' 

When Moses heard that, he took off his shoes, ac- 
cording to the Eastern custom, in token of respect, and 
he fell upon the ground and hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look upon God. And then again he heard the 
voice calling to him from out of the burning bush, and 
the Lord said, ' I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by 
reason of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 
And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land 
unto a good land and a large — a land fliowing with 
milk and honey, the place of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites and the Perizzites. Come 
now, therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mayest bring forth my people out of Egypt.' 

Moses had left the palace of Pharaoh, and all the 
splendour of the court of the King of Egypt, in order to 
help his brethren in their distress. During all the long 
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years since he had been obliged to flee from the country, 
he had been mindful of their aorrowa, and had longed to 


deliver them. But now that the time bad come, his 
heart sank within him as he thought of the difficulties, 
and he said unto God, ' Who am I, that I should go 
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unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children 
of Israel out of Egypt ? ' 

But the Lord answered him, saying, 'Certainly I 
will be with thee ; and this shall be a token unto thee, 
that I have sent thee. When thou hast brought forth 
the people out of Egypt, ye shall worship me upon this 
mountain. I Am that I Am. Say unto the Children of 
Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.' 

This was the new name by which the Lord was 
about to reveal himself to his people. He was hence- 
forth to be worshipped as the ever-living, unchanging 
God, who had blessed their forefathers in the past, who 
was even now preparing for them a great deliverance, 
and who would be with them in the time to come. And 
he said to Moses, ' Go and gather the Elders of Israel 
together, and say unto them, The Lord, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, ap- 
peared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you and 
seen that which is done to you in Egypt, and I will 
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt into the 
land of the Canaanites, a land flowing with milk and 
honey.' 

The first thing that the Lord required of his people 
was that they should hold a solemn feast unto him — not 
in Egypt, the land of their bondage, but far away, in the 
silence of the wilderness, even on the very mountain on 
which he was now speaking with Moses. In order that 
they might depart thither, it would be necessary to ask 
the consent of the King of Egypt, and the Lord said 
unto Moses, ' Thou shalt go, thou and the Elders of 
Israel, unto the King of Egypt, and ye shall say unto 
him, The Lord, the God of the Hebrews hath met with us. 
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and now, we beseech thee, let us go three days' journey 
into the wilderness, to sacrifice to the Lord our God. 
And I am sure that the King of Egypt will not let you 
go. And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt 
with all my wonders, and after that he will let you go.' 

But Moses was afraid lest the Children of Israel 
should refuse to listen to his words, for when he had 
before sought to help them, they had asked him, ' Who 
made thee a judge and a ruler over us?' He said 
therefore unto God, ' But behold, they will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice, for they will say the 
Lord hath not appeared unto me.' 

He had still in his hand the shepherd's staff with 
which he had been guiding his sheep. That same staff 
was to be in the future the sign of his right to guide the 
people of Israel — the sign that the Lord had sent him 
to lead them out of Egypt to the good land that he had 
prepared for them. ' What is that,' said the Lord unto 
him, * in thine hand ? ' 

He answered, ' A rod.' 

Then the Lord said, ' Oast it upon the ground.' 

And behold, when he had done so, the rod changed 
into a serpent. And Moses fled from it, lest it should 
touch him. But the Lord said, ' Put forth thine hand, 
and take it by the tail.' And Moses took it. And im- 
mediately it became a rod, as before. 

This sign Moses was to show in the presence of the 
Elders of Israel, to convince them that the God of their 
fathers had sent him unto them. And in case this was 
not enough, the Lord showed him another sign, saying, 
^ Put now thy hand into thy bosom.' 

He did so, and when he took it out again, behold, it 
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was covered with a dreadful disease called leprosy, 
which made it look as white as snow. Then the Lord 
told him to put his hand back into his bosom, and when 
he again drew it forth, it was restored, and was even as 
his other flesh. 

With these signs, Moses was to go to the Elders of 
Israel ; and the Lord said unto him, ^ If they will not 
believe thee, nor hearken to the voice of the first sign, 
then they will believe the voice of the latter sign.' 

Still Moses was afraid, and he said unto the Lord, 
* my Lord, I am not eloquent, but slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue.' 

And the Lord said unto him, 'Is not Aaron, the 
Levite, thy brother ? I know that he can speak well. 
And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee, and 
when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And 
thou shalt speak unto him, and put the words in his 
mouth, and I will be with thy mouth and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what ye shall say.' 
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m 

THE BONDAGE OF EGYPT 

When the Lord had ceased from speaking to him out of 
the burning bush, Moses went back to his sheep, and 
took them again to Jethro, his father-in-law. . Then he 
told Jethro that he wished to leave him in order to re- 
turn into Egypt to see his brethren ; and Jethro suffered 
him to depart in peace. 

So Moses took his wife, and his two sons, who had 
been bom to him in the land of Midian, and set them 
upon an ass, and journeyed towards Egypt, carrying in 
his hand the shepherd's staff, with which he was to work 
the signs of the Lord. After three days* journey he 
reached the mountain where he had seen the burning 
bush, and there he beheld his brother Aaron coming to 
meet him, for the Lord had said unto Aaron, * Go into the 
wilderness to meet Moses.' And Moses kissed his 
brother and went on with him into Egypt, while his 
wife and her two sons returned for a time to the land of 
Midian. 

From the Holy Mountain it took three more days to 
reach the land of Egypt, and as they journeyed, Moses 
told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him, 
and all the signs which he had commanded him. And 
Aaron told Moses of all that had happened during the 
forty years since he had fled out of the land. He told 
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him also that although the King who had sought to kill 
him was dead, and another Pharaoh was now seated on 
the throne, yet the suflTerings of their brethren were no 
lighter, and, as before, they sighed to God by reason of 
their heavy bondage. 

When they were come to the land of Goshen, Moses 
and Aaron gathered together all the Elders of the 
Children of Israel ; and Aaron spake unto them all the 
words which the Lord had spoken unto Moses. He did 
also the signs in the sight of the people, and they 
believed. And when they heard that the Lord had 
looked upon their affliction, and had sent Moses to 
deliver them, then the people bowed their heads and 
worshipped. 

And Moses and Aaron placed themselves at the head 
of the Elders of Israel, and they went forth from the land 
of Goshen, and came to the palace of Pharaoh, and stood 
before the King. And they said unto Pharaoh, * Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Let my people go, that 
they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.' 

These were bold words with which to address the 
mighty Pharaoh, seated on his throne, with his courtiers 
and officers gathered round him, and the King heard 
them with pride and scorn. 

' Who is the Lord,' he cried, * that I should obey his 
voice, to let Israel go ? I know, not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go.' 

Again Moses and Aaron repeated their message. 
' The God of the Hebrews hath met with us,' they said, 
* and commanded us. Let us go, we pray thee, three 
days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the 
Lord our God.' 
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But Pharaoh was accnetomed to command, Dot to 

obey, and he had no mind to let the people roBt from 

their labours, which 

brought him great 

pro6t. Seeing the 

Elders of Israel, who 

had left their work 

to come with Moaes 

and Aaron, he cried 

out, ' Wherefore do 

ye, Moses and Aaron, 

hinder the people 

ri from tlieir work ? 

a Behold, the people of 

^ the land are many, 

* X and ye make them 

a rest from their bur- 

" dens. Get yon back 

2 to your burdens.' 

jg With these words 

they were driven 

from the King's 

presence. Moreover, 

Pharaoh commanded 

the taskmasters who 

were set over the 

Children of Israel to 

require more work 

from them than ever 

before. Instead of 

having chopped straw supplied to them for making 

' Pot aD explanation of this piotare see Fietace, p. vii, 
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\' their bricks, they' were in future to gather the straw as 
best they could, out of the fields of stubble from which 
the harvest had been gleaned, and crush it for themselves, 
and yet they were to make as many bricks each day as 
before. For the King said, 'They are idle, therefore 
they cry, saying. Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' 

So the people were scattered over all the land of 
Egypt to gather stubble from the fields for making their 
bricks. And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, * Fulfil 
your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.' 

The taskmasters had appointed the head of each 
Israelite family to be an overseer over the rest of his 
household, and held him responsible for their work. 
Now that the people had to spend so much time in 
looking for stubble, it was impossible for them to make 
as many bricks as before ; but the taskmasters would 
make no allowance for this, and the overseers had to 
suffer. When, on the second day after the straw had been 
withheld, the number of bricks was again incomplete, 
the Israelite overseers were beaten, and the taskmasters 
asked them, ' Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task 
in making bricks, both yesterday and the day before ? ' 

Then the overseers of the Children of Israel came to 
Pharaoh, and cried unto him, saying, 'Wherefore dealest 
thou thus with thy servants ? There is no straw given 
to thy servants, and they say to us. Make bricks ; but 
the fault is in thine own people.' 

But Pharaoh would not give them any relief. He 
answered them, saying, ' Ye are idle, ye are idle ; there- 
fore ye say. Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord. 
Go therefore now, and work ; for there shall no straw, 
be given you, yet shall ye deliver the number of bricks.' 

C 
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The Children of Israel were thus in a worse ease 
than before, and they reproached Moaes and Aaron with 



having only added to their misery. ' Wherefore,' they 
said, ' have ye put a sword into the hand of Pharaoh, 
that he should slay us ? ' 

' For an ezplaaation of tbis picture see Preface, p. vii, 
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Moses was deeply grieved, and he cried unto the 
Lord, saying, * Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil- 
entreated this people ? Why is it that thou hast sent 
me ? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy 
name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast 
thou delivered thy people at all.' 

But the Lord told Moses to wait. ' Now,' he said, 
* shalt thou see what 1 will do to Pharaoh. For with a 
strong hand shall he let them go, and with a mighty 
hand shall he drive them out of his land. I am the 
Lord, and I have heard the groaning of the Children of 
Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage. And I 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and ye shall know that I am the Lord your 
God. And I will bring you in unto the land concerning 
which I sware to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob ; and I will give it you for an heritage.' 

When Moses heard these words, he hastened to tell 
them to the Children of Israel and to comfort them with 
the promise that the Lord their God would fight for 
them, and would overcome even the mighty Pharaoh. 
But the people were crushed with the misery of their 
cruel bondage, and they hearkened not unto him for 
anguish of spirit. 


c 2 
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IV 

THE FIRST PLAGUE 

Moses and Aaron were now to go again unto Pharaoh, 
and do before him the signs that the Lord had showed 
unto Moses in the Holy Mountain. Again, therefore, 
they sought the presence of the King, and as before, 
they found him seated upon his throne of state, with his 
officers and ministers standing round him. Again they 
gave the message that they had before delivered, and 
again Pharaoh asked, * Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice ? ' 

Then they said they would show him a sign by which 
he might know that the Lord was greater than all gods; 
and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before 
his servants, and it became a serpent. 

For a moment Pharaoh was startled. But there I 

were in Egypt many wise men and magicians, who 
used curious arts, and were able to do all manner of 
marvellous things. Pharaoh sent in haste, therefore, for 
the magicians, to see if they could do as Aaron did; and 
behold, when they were come, they cast down every man 
his rod, and they became serpents. But the serpent that 
had come from Aaron's rod swallowed up all the rest. 

When the King saw that the magicians of Egypt 
were able to work the sign that Aaron had wrought in 
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the name of the Lord, he hardened his heioi, and refused 
to listen to the command of the Lord. So Moses and 
Aaron went out from hia presence. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, ' Pharaoh's heart is 
stubborn. He refuseth to let the people go. Get thee 
unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto 
the water ; and thon shalt stand by the river's brink to 


meet him ; and the rod which was turned to a serpent 
shalt thou take in thine hand,' 

It was &e River of Egypt, the river Nile, at whose 
banks Moses and Aaron were the next day to meet 
Pharaoh. Every morning the King went thither, 
followed by a long train of servants, to offer his prayers 
to the marvellous stream on whose yearly overflowing 
depended the welfare, and even the very life, of himself 
and all his people. Within sight of this sacred river, 

' See Preface, p. Ti. 
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they were to threaten him with a judgment which would 
strike terror into the heart of every Egyptian. 

* The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto 
thee ' — such was the message — * and behold, hitherto, 
thou wouldest not hear. Thus saith the Lord, Behold 
I will smite with mine hand upon the waters of the 
river, and they shall be turned to blood. And the fish 
that is in the river shall die, and the Egyptians shall 
loath to drink water from the river.' 

But Pharaoh gave no heed. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, * Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod and stretch 
thine hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, 
over their streams, and over their pools, and over all 
their ponds of water, that they may become blood, and 
there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt.' 

And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded. 
Aaron lifted up the rod and smote the waters of the 
river in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his 
servants. And behold, the bright, sparkling water of 
the Nile disappeared, and in its place there flowed a 
stream of blood. The water of the Nile was so pure 
and so good that the people were accustomed to use 
it for drinking, after it had been filtered in troughs 
of wood and stone. But now, in all the land of Egypt 
there was blood instead of water; even in the very 
troughs where the water was filtered there was nothing 
but blood. They could not drink it, and the only way 
of quenching their thirst was to dig round about the 
river until they came to water which had not been 
smitten by the rod of Aaron. 

But Pharaoh called, as before, for the magicians, and 
when he found that they also could turn water into 


THE PIKST PLAGUE 28 

blood by their enchantmenta, he hardened Ms heart, 
and retamed home to his houee, neither did he lay even 
this to heart. 

After seven days, the Lord threatened Pharaoh with 
another pl^ue. Moees and Aaron went to the King, 
and said, ' ThuB saith the Lord, Let my people go, that 
they may eerve me. And if thou refuse to let them go. 
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behold I will smite all thy borders with frogs. And 
the river shall swarm with frogs, which shall go up and 
come into thy house, and into thy bed-chamber, and upon 
thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon 
thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy knead- 
ing-troughs; and the frogs shall come ap,both upon thee 
and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 
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As Moses and Aaron had warned the King, so it 
came to pass. Aaron stretched out his hand over the 
waters of the land of Egypt, and the frogs came and 
covered the land. And in like manner did the 
magicians with their enchantments bring up frogs upon 
the land of Egypt, but they could not send away the 
frogs that Aaron had brought up ; and the King and 
all the people were sore distressed.' 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, 
* Entreat the Lord that he take away the frogs from me 
and from my people ; and I will let the people go, that 
they may sacrifice unto the Lord.' 

' Against what time,' asked Moses, * shall I entreat 
for thee, and for thy servants and for thy people, to 
destroy the frogs, that they may remain in the river 
only?' 

And he said, * Against to-morrow.' 

'Be it according to thy word,' answered Moses, 
' that thou mayest know that there is none like unto 
the Lord our God. The frogs shall depart, and shall 
remain in the river only.' 

So Moses and Aaron left the presence of Pharaoh, 
and Moses cried unto the Lord. And the Lord did 
according to the word of Moses, and the frogs died out 
of the houses, out of the courts, and out of the fields ; 
and the Egyptians gathered them together in heaps. 
But although Pharaoh had yielded for a moment through 
fear, he had no real intention of allowing the Children 
of Israel to depart, and when he saw that the plague 
was stayed, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not 
unto them. 
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Then the Lord said unto Moses, ' Say unto Aaron, 
Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, 
that it may become lice throughout all the land of 
Egypt.' 

And Aaron did so ; and behold, all the dust of the 
land was changed into noisome insects that crawled over 
the bodies of men and beasts, and caused them great 
misery. And the magicians sought with their en- 
chantments to bring forth lice, but they could not, and 
they said unto Pharaoh, * This is the finger of God.' 

But Pharaoh hardened his heart, and hearkened not 
unto them. And the Lord said unto Moses, * Rise up 
early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh when 
he Cometh forth to the water, and say unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I 
will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy ser- 
vants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses. And 
I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my 
people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there ; 
that thou mayest know that I am the Lord in the 
midst of the earth. To-morrow shall this sign be.' 

And the Lord did so. And there came grievous 
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swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into the 
houees of his serrants ; and in all Egypt the land was 
corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies. Only in 
the land of Goshen there were no flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, 
' Go ye, sacrifice to your God in this land.' 
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But Moses answered, ' It is not meet to do so, for 
we shall sacrifice to the Lord our God the abomination 
of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not 
stone ns ? ' 

The Israelites were shepherds, and as a thank- 
offering to God for blessing their flocks and herds, they 
would offer to him the beat of their lambs and kids and 
■ See Preface, p. li. 
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rams and young bulls ; such sacrifices were an abomina- 
tion to the Egyptians, who worshipped these animals 
and thought it wrong to kill them. Moses said, there- 
fore, * We will not sacrifice in the land, but we will go 
three days' journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to 
the Lord our God, as he shall command us.' 

As before, under the pressure of the terrible plague, 
Pharaoh yielded, and he said, * I will let you go, that ye 
may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness, 
only ye shall not go very far away. Entreat for me 
that the flies may depart.' 

And Moses answered, ' Behold, I go out from thee, 
and I will entreat the Lord that the swarms of flies may 
depart to-morrow from Pharaoh, and from his servants, 
and from his people ; but let not Pharaoh deal deceit- 
fully any more, in not letting the people go to sacrifice 
to the Lord.' 

He went out therefore from Pharaoh, and entreated 
the Lord. And the Lord did according to the word of 
Moses, and removed the swarms of flies : there remained 
not one. But when Pharaoh saw that the flies were 
gone, he hardened his heart at this time also, neither 
did he let the people go. 

Again the Lord sent Moses to warn him, saying, 
*Thus saith the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
Let my people go, that they may serve me. For 
if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them 
still, behold the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle 
which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, 
upon the oxen, and upon the sheep ; there shall be a 
very grievous murrain. And the Lord shall sever 
between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt, 
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and there shall nothing die of all that belongeth to the 
children of Israel. To-morrow the Lord shall do this 
thing in the land.' 

And tjie Lord did that thing on the morrow ; for 
the cattle of Egypt were smitten with sore sickness, and 
died in great torment. But of the cattle of the Children 
of Israel died not one. 

Nevertheless the heart of Pharaoh remained stubborn, 
and he would not let the people go. He was now to be 
smitten with another plague ; and the Lord said unto 
Moses and Aaron, ' Take you handfuls of ashes of the 
furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it towards the heaven in 
the sight of Pharaoh, and it shall become small dust in 
all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth 
upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of 
Egypt.' 

So they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before 
Pharaoh, and Moses sprinkled it up towards heaven. 
And all the Egyptians were smitten with boils. The 
magicians themselves were laid low with sickness, and 
could not stand before Moses because of the boils. But 
for all this Pharaoh would not give way ; and again he 
hardened his heart, and refused to let the people go. 
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VI 

HAIL AND LOCUSTS 

Again the Lord said unto Moses, ' Rise up early in the 
morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. For I will send all 
my plagues upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon 
thy people, that thou mayest know that there is none 
like me in all the earth. Behold, to-morrow, about this 
time, I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as 
hath not been in Egypt from the foundation thereof, 
even until now. Now therefore send and hasten in all 
thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the fields ; for upon 
every man and beast which shall be found in the field, 
and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down 
upon them, and they shall die.' 

This message Moses delivered to Pharaoh in the 
hearing of all his servants. And he among them that 
feared the word of the Lord made his slaves and his 
cattle flee into the houses. And he that regarded not 
the word of the Lord left his slaves and his cattle in 
the field. 

On the next day, at the time appointed, the Lord 
said unto Moses, * Stretch forth thine hand toward 
heaven, that there may be hail in all the l9,nd of Egypt, 
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upon man and upon beast, and upon every herb of the 
field throughout the land of Egypt.' 

And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven, 
and the Lord sent thunder, and hail, and lightning upon 
all the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire 
flashing continually amidst the hail, very grievous, such 
as had not been in Egypt since it became a nation. 
And the hail smote throughout the land all that was in 
the field, both man and beast ; and the hail smote every 
herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. Only 
in the land of Goshen, where the Children of Israel were, 
was there no hail. 

Such a tempest, bursting over such a country as 
Egypt, where there is little or no rain, and storms are 
almost unknown, brought terror even to the heart of 
Pharaoh. As he watched the lightning flash, and heard 
the thunder roar, his pride gave way, and he sent and 
called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, * I 
have sinned this time. The Lord is righteous, and I 
and my people are wicked. Entreat the Lord (for it is 
enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
and hail ; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no 
longer.' 

And Moses answered him, saying, ' As soon as I am 
gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands 
unto the Lord, and the thunder shall cease, neither shall 
there be any more hail, that thou mayest know how that 
the earth is the Lord's. But as for thee and thy 
servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the Lord.' 

So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and 
prayed unto the Lord. And the thunders and hail 
ceased ; and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 
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But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and 
the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet again, he and 
his servants, and would not let the people go. 

Yet again, therefore, the Lord sent Moses and Aaron 
unto the King. And they said unto him, ' Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou 
refuse to humble thyself before me ? Let my people 
go, that they may serve me. Else, if thou refuse to let 
my people go, behold, to-morrow I will bring the locusts 
into thy coast. And they shall cover the face of the 
earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth. And 
they shall eat that which remaineth unto you from the 



THE LOCUST 


hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out 
of the field. . And they shall fill thy houses, and the 
houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all the 
Egyptians. And they shall be a plague which neither 
thy fathers nor thy fathers' fathers have seen since the 
day that they were upon the earth unto this day.' 

Locusts are creatures like grasshoppers, much 
dreaded in the East on account of the terrible devasta- 
tion which they cause. Thej move about in immense 
swarms that darken the whole sky, and ruin follows 
them wherever they go. A field of young blades of 
corn, an orchard of fruit-trees in blossom, a garden full 
of tender green leaves and shoots, would be utterly 
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destroyed in a few hours by a swarm of locusts settling 
upon it. When, therefore, Moses threatened Pharaoh 
with a plague of locusts, the King's servants said unto 
him, ' How long shall this man be a snare unto us ? 
Let the men go, that they may serve the Lord their 
God. Knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed ? ' 

Pharaoh was so far moved that he allowed them to 
call back Moses and Aaron, who had already left his 
presence, and he said to them, *6o, serve the Lord 
your God : but who are they that shall go ? ' 

And Moses said, ^ We will go with our young and 
with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, 
with our flocks and with our herds will we go, for we 
must hold a feast to the Lord.' 

But Pharaoh was aifraid that if he let the people 
take away their children and their goads they would 
never come back to the cruel bondage in which he 
desired to keep them, and he answered, saying, ' Not 
so. Go now ye that are men, and serve the Lord.' 
And as Moses would not agree to this, he drove him 
from out of his presence. 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, ' Stretch out thine 
hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they 
may come up upon the land, and eat every herb of the 
land, even all that the hail hath left.' 

And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of 
Egypt. And the Lord brought an east wind upon the 
land all that day and all that night, and when it was 
morning, the east wind brought the locusts. And the 
locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested 
in all the coasts of Egypt. Very grievous were they. 
Before them were no such locusts, neither after them 


v 


-^^ _' ' 


I 

\ 


HAIL AND LOCUSTS 33 

shall be such. For they covered the face of the earth, 
so that the land was darkened. And they did eat every 
herb of the field, and all the fruit of the trees which the 
hail had left ; and there remained not any green thing 
in the trees or in the herbs of the field throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 
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VII 

THE PLAGUE OF DARKNESS 

The hail had destroyed the crops; the locusts were 
devouring the ifruit-trees and every green thing that 
the hail had left ; the fair land of Egypt was waste and 
desolate. Once more Pharaoh sent for Moses and 
Aaron, and he said unto them, ' I have sinned against 
the Lord your God, and against you. Now therefore 
forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and entreat 
the Lord your God, that he may take away from me this 
death only.' 

Moses had little reason to believe in the repentance 
of Pharaoh, nevertheless he promised that the locusts 
should depart. And he went out from the presence of 
the King) and prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord 
turned upon the land of Egypt a mighty strong west 
wind, which took away the locusts and cast them into 
the Red Sea ; there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt. But when Pharaoh saw that the 
locusts were gone, he hardened his heart yet again, and 
would not let the people go. 

Then, for the ninth time, Moses was commanded to 
stretch out his hand against Egypt, and this time no 
warning was given. The Lord said unto him, ' Stretch 
out thine hand towards heaven, that there may be 
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darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness that 
may be felt.' 

Suddenly that awful plague descended upon the 
Egyptians. The sun ceased from shining, and the 
moon withheld her light ; and for three days there was 
a darkness over all the land. The Egyptians saw not 
one another, neither moved any man from his place ; 
where he was, there he remained until the terrible 
three days were over. But all this time, while the 
Egyptians were cowering in terror, the Children of 
Israel had light in their dwellings. 

Pharaoh was now more afraid than ever, and as soon 
as the darkness was past, and it was possible to move 
about again, he sent for Moses and Aaron, and tried to 
bargain with them. ' Go ye, serve the Lord,' he said, 
*only let your flocks and your herds be stayed; let 
your little ones also go with you.' 

But Moses would not accept such an offer as that, 
and he answered Pharaoh, saying, ' Thou must give us 
also our flocks for sacrifices and burnt-offerings, that 
we may sacrifice unto the Lord our God. Our cattle 
shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left 
behind, for we must take thereof to serve the Lord our 
God ; and we know not with what we must serve the 
Lord until we are come thither.' 

This was too much for Pharaoh. It was hard enough 
to think of releasing the slaves who were so useful to 
him ; he could not make up his mind to part also with 
the flocks and herds. As his eyes became accustomed 
once more to the light, the terror which had possessed 
him during the long days of darkness was fast losing its 
hold of his mind, and now he determined to face the 
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worst, rather than let the people go. * Get thee from 
me/ he cried, ' take heed to thyself, see my face no 
more ; for in the day thou seest my face, thou shalt 
die.' And Moses answered him, saying, *Thou hast 
spoken well. I will see thy face again no more.' 

One last message he had to deliver to the King 
before leaving his presence. Pharaoh had given no 
heed to the laying waste of his country ; he had watched, 
unmoved, the sufferings of man and beast; he had 
hardened his heart after the plague of darkness. Now 
a greater evil than all the rest was to come upon him. 
Death was to enter his land, and smite down the flower 
and the pride both of his own family and of all his 
people. 'Thus saith the Lord,' so spoke Moses, 'About 
midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt, and all 
the first-bom in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
first-bom of Pharaoh that sitteth upon the throne, even 
unto the first-bom of the bond-woman that grindeth at 
the mill, and all the first-bom of beasts. And there 
shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, 
such as there hath been none like it, nor shall be like 
it any more. But against any of the Children of Israel 
shall not a dog move his tongue, that ye may know 
how that the Lord doth put a difference between the 
Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall 
come unto me, and bow themselves down unto me, 
saying. Get thee out, and all the people that follow 
thee. And after that I will go out.' 




• 


^^^ 


87 


VIII 

THE FIRST PASSOVER 

The tenth plague, which was now to overtake the 
Egyptians, was far more terrible than any of those that 
had gone before. In one night every first-born son was 
to die, both of man and beast, throughout all the land of 
Egypt. Even of the sacred animals, worshipped as gods 
by the Egyptians, every first-bom was to lose his life. 
After this the spirit of Pharaoh would be completely 
crushed, and he would not only allow the Israelites to 
depart, but even press them to go at once, lest some 
worse evil should come upon him. 

Moses and Aaron were commanded to warn the 
.people that they must be ready to leave at a moment's 
notice. They were to journey into the wilderness, to 
hold a feast to the Lord their God, and for this great 
occasion they must have everything prepared. In the 
East, a feast is always celebrated by the putting on of 
rich clothing and jewels and ornaments, but the Israel- 
ites had not the treasures with which they would desire 

to do honour to their God, and Moses told them that 

• 

they mvist ask the Egyptians to supply their wants. 
And the Lord gave the people favour in the eyes of the 
Egyptians, so that they gave them such things as they re- 
quired — ^jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. 
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The deliverance was to be accomplished on the four- 
teenth day of the month, and the day was to be kept as 
a holy day ; no manner of work was to be done therein. 
Four days beforehand, the head of each household was 
to choose a lamb, without blemish, a male of the first 
year. And on the fourteenth day, all the Children of 
Israel were to be gathered together in the evening. 
Then the lambs which had been set apart four days 
beforehand were to be killed, each one by the head of 
the family for which it had been chosen. And the man 
who killed the lamb was to catch its blood in a basin 
and sprinkle it upon the stone above the doorway of 
his house, and upon the two side posts thereof. 

After this all the family were to enter the house, 
and no one was to come out again until they were called 
to depart from the land for ever. And they were to take 
the lamb that had been slain, and roast it, and eat it 
that night. Every part of it was to be consumed, and 
if they could not finish it, the rest was to be burned 
with fire. And with it they were to eat bitter herbs, 
and bread made without leaven (or yeast), for they were 
to leave the land in haste, and there would be no time 
tx) wait while the bread was being leavened. The whole 
family was to join in eating the lamb, and also any slaves 
who were looked upon as belonging to the family, but 
no stranger or hired servant. And they were to eat it 
in haste, all standing, with shoes on feet,^ and stafiF in 
hand, ready to depart at a moment's notice. 

^ In the East shoes (that is to say, the flat sandals worn, which 
are fastened to the foot by straps) are always taken off on entering 
a house. But on this occasion the Israelites were to have their 
shoes already on their feet, that there might not be a moment's 
delay. 


r 


THE FIRST PASSOVER 89 

All these commands Moses and Aaron gave to the 
Children of Israel, and they said unto them, moreover, 
* It is the Lord's Passover. For thus saith the Lord, 
I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and 
will smite all the first-bom of the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast. And the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses where ye are. And when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not 
be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.' 

And the Children of Israel heard the words of Moses 
and Aaron, and they bowed their heads and worshipped, 
ofiering up their thanksgivings to God that the day of 
deliverance was at last so nigh at hand. 
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IX 

THE NIGHT OF DELIVERANCE 

As the Lord had commanded the Children of Israel, so 
did they. By the fourteenth day of the month all was 
ready. Nothing further remained to be done, and the 
day was kept as a holy Sabbath of rest from all manner 
of work. At sunset the lambs were killed in the sight 
of all the people, the houses were sprinkled with the 
blood, and then each family entered its own house, there 
to remain in safety while the Angel of Death should 
pass through the land. 

And behold, at midnight there arose a cry through- 
out all the land of Egypt — an exceeding great and 
bitter cry. For at midnight the Lord passed through 
the land, and smote all the first-bom in Egypt, from 
the first-bom of Pharaoh that sat on the throne to the 
first-bom of the captive that was in the dungeon, and 
all the first-bom of beasts. But unto the land of 
Goshen the pestilence came not nigh, for when the 
Lord saw the blood sprinkled upon the houses of the 
Israelites, he passed over those houses, and went not 
into them to destroy their first-bom. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his 
servants and all the Egyptians. There was not a house in 
Egypt in which there was not one dead. And Pharaoh 
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called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said unto them, 
'Rise up, and get you forth from among my people. 
Go, serve the Lord as ye have said, also take your 
flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone.' 

Meanwhile the Israelites had roasted the lambs, as 
the Lord had commanded, and had eaten them in haste, 
in the dead of night, with herbs and unleavened bread. 
Even as they did so, they heard the wailing of the 
Egyptians, and the cry, growing louder and louder, 
' Get you up, and be gone.' l^ptahe Egyptians were 
urgent to send them out of the |ana iii haste,>for they 
said, * We are all dead men.' V 

Thus it came to pass that the Lord brought the^ 
Children of Israel out of Egypt, after they had sojourned 
in that land four hundred and thirty years. They had 
come into Egypt seventy souls ; now they were become 
a great people. They took away with them their flocks 
and their herds and all that they had, and the body of 
Joseph, their forefather, which had been embalmed and 
put into a coffin. For Joseph upon his death-bed had 
made his brethren swear that they would keep his body, 
and take it with them when they should leave the land 
of Egypt, to bury it in the sepulchre of his fathers, in 
the field which Abraham bought from the children of 
Heth.^ 

It was a night never to be forgotten. And Moses 
said unto the Children of Israel, * This day shall be unto 
you for a memorial, and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
Lord for ever, throughout all your generations. And it 
shall come to pass, when your children shall ask you, in 
the time to come, What mean ye by this service ? that 

* See the Story of Qenem. p. 47. 
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ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, 
who passed over the houses of the Children df Israel in 
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians.' 

All that night the Israelites journeyed in haste, 
lighted on their way by the full moon which shone 
bright and beautiful over the wide Egyptian plain. By 
the next morning they had reached a part of the country 
called Succoth, and there they stopped to rest during 
the heat of the day. On leaving their houses they had 
slung over their shoulders their kneading-troughs full of 
dough which had not yet been leavened, and this un- 
leavened bread they were now glad to bake hastily, to 
satisfy their hunger. And Moses told them that in the 
future, when they should celebrate the Passover in 
memory of their deliverance from Egypt, they were to 
eat bread made without leaven, to remind them of the 
haste with which they had left the land, when the 
Lord's last judgment fell upon the Egyptians. 
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X 

AT THE RED SEA 

From Succoth the Children of Israel journeyed onwards 
till they came to the edge of the desert of Etham. They 
had now a choice of two ways by which to reach the land 
of Canaan. Either they might journey northwards, and 
having passed through the country of the Philistines, 
enter Canaan from the west, or they might journey south- 
wards round the peninsula of Sinai, and approach it from 
the south-east. The way through the country of the 
Philistines was the nearer and the pleasanter way ; it 
was the way by which Israel and his sons had come down 
into Egypt ; but the Lord led not his people by that 
way, because of the Philistines, who would not have let 
so great a host pass through their country without 
coming out to fight them. The Israelites had arms, but 
they were not accustomed to use them. They were at 
this time a nation of slaves, and if, at their first start- 
ing, they had met with enemies so powerful as the 
Philistines, they would doubtless have thrown down 
their arms and fled back again into Egypt. 

Therefore God led the people about through the 
way of the wilderness of the Eed Sea, because it was a 
better way for them. It was a long and dreary journey 
on account of the barren desert through which they 
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had to pass; but the Lord cared for them, and provided 
for their wants. Himself he went before them : by day 
in a pillar of cloud to lead them in the way, and by 
night in a pillar of fire to give them light. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, ' Speak unto the 
Children of Israel, that they encamp before Pi-hahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea.' They changed their 
course, therefore, and journeyed southwards, and were 
about to go forward to cross the Eed Sea, which lay 
before them, when they found that they were being 
purstied. Pharaoh had, in some degree, recovered from 
the shock of that terrible night when all the first-born 
of Egypt had been slain, and he said to his servants, 
* What is this we have done, that we have let Israel 
go from serving us ? ' 

He was now more angry with the Israelites than 
ever, and was determined to bring them back to toil at 
their burdens as before. So he made ready his chariot, 
and took his people with him, even all his horsemen, 
aad his army, and six hundred chosen chariots, with 
captains over every one of them, and pursued after the 
Children of Israel, and found them encamping at Pi- 
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. 

It was at evening that the Israelites became aware 
of his approach. They lifted up their eyes and saw in 
the distance Pharaoh coming towards them, with horses 
and chariots, and a great army of Egyptian soldiers. 
Then the Children of Israel were sore afraid, and they 
cried unto the Lord. They cried out also to Moses in 
their fear and their foolishness, and said unto him, 
'Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou 
taken us away to die here in the wilderness ? Wherefore 
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hast thou dealt thus with us, to bring us forth out of 
Egypt ? Did we not say unto thee, Let us alone, that 
we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die 
in the wilderness/ 

The Israelites were indeed in a sore strait. Before 
them was the sea, which they had no boats to cross ; 
behind them, in the gathering darkness, they could 
hear the six hundred chariots of war, coming ever 
nearer and nearer. How could they hope to escape ? 

But there was one man among them who was neither 
faithless nor afraid. Moses knew that the Lord would 
deliver them, and he said unto the people, * F^ar ye not. 
Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will show you to-day. For the Egyptians whom ye 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more, for 
ever.' 

He spoke bravely and with a cheerful countenance, 
but nevertheless his heart sank within him, and he too 
cried unto the Lord. But the Lord said unto him, 
' Wherefore criest thou unto me ? Speak unto the 
Children of Israel that they go forward.' 

The tents were quickly folded up, and the Israelites 
followed Moses, who led them straight towards the sea. 
When they had reached the shore, he stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go 
back by a strong east wind all that night, and made a 
path for his people through the midst of it. And the 
Children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
dry ground, for the waters were heaped up to be a wall 
of waters upon their right hand and upon their left. 
Thus the Lord led them through the sea as through 
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a wilderness ; and he saved them from the adver- 
sary's hand, and delivered them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

After them came the Egyptians, and when they 
reached the sea, they also went into the midst of it, 
even Pharaoh, and his horses, and his chariots, and his 

f 

men. And it came to pass that in the morning watch 
the Lord looked forth upon the host of the Egyptians, 
and troubled the Egyptians. The Lord also thundered 
out of heaven, and the Highest gave forth his voice, 
hailstones and coals of fire. The clouds poured out 
water ; the heavens thundered ; the lightnings of the 
Lord were scattered abroad ; the earth trembled and 
shook. 

The Egyptians were smitten with deadly fear, and 
they said one to another, ' Let us flee from the face of 
Israel, for the Lord fighteth for them against the 
Egyptians.' 

But it was now too late. By this time all the 
Israelites had passed safely over to the other side ; and 
the Lord said unto Moses, * Stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon 
the Egyptians, upon their chariots and upon their 
horsemen.' 

So Moaes stretched forth his hand over the sea in 
the early morning, and the sea returned to his strength 
when the morning appeared. The Egyptians fled against 
it, but in vain. The Lord overthrew thein in the 
midst of the sea, and the waters returned, and covered 
the chariots and the horsemen, even all the host of 
Pharaoh -, there was not one of them lefb. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand 
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of Pharaoh and his host, and the people saw the dead 
bodies of the Egyptians which the waves cast up on to 
the shore. And Israel beheld that great deliverance 
which the Lord had wrought for them, and they feared 
the Lord, and believed in the Lord and his servant 
Moses. 
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XI 

THE SONG OF TRIUMPH 

Then sang Moses and the Children of Israel a song of 
triumph unto the Lord. And Miriam the prophetess, 
the sister of Moses and Aaron, took a timbrel in her 
hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels 
and with dances. 

The song began with a chorus or refrain, * Sing ye 
to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.' 

This refrain was chanted by the women in answer 
to every verse of the song, which was carried on by 
Moses and the elders of Israel, and they praised the 
Lord, and said, 

* The Lord is my strength and my song. He is 
become my salvation. 

' The Lord is a man of war. Pharaoh's chariots and 
his host hath he cast into the sea ; his chosen captains 
are sunk in the Bed Sea. 

' The deeps cover them ; they went down into the 
depths like a stone. 

*Thy right hand, Lord, is become glorious in 
power ; thy right hand, Lord, hath dashed in pieces 
the enemy. 
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' With the blast of thy nostrils the waters were piled 
up ; the flood stood apright as an heap. 

* The enemy said, I will pursue ; I will overtake ; I 
will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be satisfied upon 
them ; I will draw my swof d ; my hand shall destroy 
them. 

* Thou didst blow with thy wind ; the sea covered 
them ; they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

* Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders ? 

4^ . * Thou in thy mercy hast led the people which thou 

hast redeemed. 

' Thou shalt bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of thine inheritance, iu the place, Lord, 
which thou hast made for them to dwell in. 

* The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

* For the horses of Pharaoh went in, with his chariots 
and with his horsemen, into the sea, and the Lord 
brought again the waters of the sea upon them. But 
the Children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of 
the sea. 

* Sing ye unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea.' 
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XII 

IN THE WILDERNESS 

Prom the shores of the Red Sea, the Children of Israel 
had now to journey forward throagh the wilderness. It 
was a dreary and desolate region, where there were 
but few springs of water, and little grass or shade. 
Now and again a line of green grass or a clump of 
shrubs would gladden the eye, but for the most part 
there was nothing to be seen but bare red rock, and 
burning yellow sand. For three days the people went 
on without finding any water to quench their thirst, and 
when, on the third day, they at last reached a spring, 
behold they could not drink of the waters, for they were 
bitter ; and they murmured against Moses, saying * What 
shall we drink ? ' 

Then Moses cried unto the Lord; and the Lord 
heard his prayer, and came to his help. He showed him 
a tree, and told him to cast it into the waters ; and 
when this was done, the waters became sweet. 

The people pitched their tents, and encamped for a 
time near the spring ; and they called the name of that 
place Marah, which means bitter, because of the bitter 
waters that had been made sweet. And the Lord made 
for them there an ordinance, and said unto them, ' If 
thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
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God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and 
wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of those diseases upon thee 
which I brought npon the Egyptians, for I am the Lord 
that healeth thee.' 

After spending some time at Marah, the people 
again moved on till they came to a little oasis in the 
desert, where there were 
twelve springs of water 
and three score and ten 
palm-trees. The place 
was called Elim ; and 
here again they rested 
beneath the pleasant 
shade of the palm-trees, 
until Moses gave the 
word to roll up the 
tents and continue the 
march. They were 
journeying southwards, 
not far from the coast, 
and soon after leaving 
Elim they came once 
more within sight of the 
Red Sea, whose waters 

THE PALM^EHB 

had drowned Pharaoh 

and alt his host, and beyond it, in the distance &r 
away, they could see the outline of Egypt, the land of 
bondage &om which they bad been delivered. 

It waa their last sight of Egypt, for now their road 
led them farther inland, and soon they came into the 
wUdemess of Bin, or Sinai. Some weeks had passed 
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since they had left Egypt, for they had journeyed slowly, 
halting sometimes to rest for a few days ; and already 
they had begun to weary of the hardships of the desert. 
Instead of bearing their trials cheerfully, they began 
to sigh for the good food to which they had been accns- 
tomed in Egypt, and they mnrmui'ed (gainst Moses and 
Aaron, and said, ' Wonld that we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 


flesh-pots, when we did eat bread to the fiitl ! For ye 
have brought ua forth into this wilderness, to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.' 

The tbar hundred years which the Israelites had spent 
in Egypt had left their mark upon the character of the 
people. They had long ceased to be free men, and had 
become idle and ease-loving, unwilling to make any eflbrt 
or endure any hardship, even for the sake of escaping 
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from slavery. The life in Egypt had been easy, for the 
soil along the banks of the Nile was so rich that the earth 
brought forth, almost of itself, all kinds of fruits and 
roots and grains ; moreover, the river abounded in fish, 
and the cattle throve upon the fruitftil pasture lands. 
In Egypt there had always been plenty to eat, and now 
the Israelites pined for those good things, and wished 
themselves back again in Egypt. 

The Lord judged them in mercy, and he said unto 
Moses, ' I have heard the murmuring of the Children of 
Israel. Speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat 
flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread, 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God.' 

That evening there blew a strong west wind from 
the Red Sea towards the camp of the Israelites. And 
with the wind there came a flock of quails,* that had 
been blown inland from the sea. They came as far as 
the camp of Israel, and lay round about it ; and the 
Israelites went out and caught them, and feasted upon 
them that night. 

The next morning they perceived that the ground 
was covered with a thick dew. And when that dew 
was gone, there lay a small thing on the ground, like 
the hoar frost. It was round and sweet, and tasted like 
wafers made of flour and honey. They did not know 
what it could be, for they had never seen anything like 
it before, and they said one to another, * Man-hu ? ' 
which means, in their language, * What is it ? ' And 
from that time they called it Manna. 

This was the bread with which the Lord had promised 
to feed his people. Moses told them that the manna 

* For a picture of the quail, see p. 129. 


54 THE STOKY OF THE EXODUS 

would be rallied down for them from heaven every 
morning, and that each man was to gather of it at the 
rate of an omer,^ for each member of his family, neither 
more nor less. They would only be able to get it in 
the early morning, for as the day wore on and the sun 
waxed hot, it would melt away, and disappear. He 
told them, moreover, that they must only gather enough 
for one day's use, and not attempt to lay up any store 
of it till the next day. 

But the Israelites paid no attention to the words of 
Moses. Some gathered more than enough manna to fill 
an omer, some gathered less, and others put by the 
manna, to keep it till the next day. Soon, however, 
they repented of their foolishness, for so it was, that 
however much they gathered, when they came to measure 
it with the omer, it always reached the same amount : 
he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack. And as for those who had 
put by their manna, when they came to look at it the 
next morning, they found that it was bad, and had to 
be thrown away. 

Only once a week the manna kept good for two days. 
On the sixth day of the week, the day that we call 
Friday, Moses told the people that they must gather 
enough for two days, because the next day was the 
seventh, which the Lord had commanded them to keep 
as a Sabbath, or day of rest. On the seventh day, 
therefore, no manna was to be found, and the people 
rested from all their work. But on all the other days 
the manna continued to fall as long as the Israelites 

* An omer was a measure used by the Israelites, equal to about 
six pints. 
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were in the wilderness, even until they reached the land 
of Canaan. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, ' Take a pot, and 
put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up 
before the Lord, to be kept as a memorial for all 
generations.' 


1 
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XIII 
THE ROCK IN HOREB . 

Onward the Children of Israel journeyed through the 
wilderness of Sinai, till they came to Eephidim, where 
they pitched their tents in a valley beneath one of 
the outer peaks of the mountains of Horeb. They 
were now very near to the Holy Mountain of Sinai, on 
which the Lord had appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush, but had not yet come to the place where they were 
to hold the solemn feast which the Lord had commanded. 

The valley in which they were encamped was rich 
and fruitful, and they were glad to rest there for a 
time. But before long all the springs in the valley 
became dried up, and again, as before at Marah, there 
was no water for the people to drink. As before, they 
no sooner felt the torture of thirst than they began to 
murmur against Moses, and set themselves to chide with 
him. ' Why hast thou brought us up out of Egypt,' 
Ihey said, * to kill us and our children and our cattle 
with thirst ? ' 

Now Moses was the meekest man in all the earth, 
the most unselfish, the most enduring, the most patient. 
And such was the greatness of his character, that not- 
withstanding the exalted position in which God had 
placed him as leader of the nation which God had taken 
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under his special care, he never put himself forward, or 
thought for a moment of his own glory or his ovm 
advantage. In all that he did for the Children of Israel, 
he looked upon himself merely as an instrument in the 
hands of God. 

So when the people murmured gainst him, as if it 


were his fault that the springs were dried up, he dici 
not meet them with any reproaches, but answered them, 
saying, ' Why strive ye with me ? Wherefore do ye 
tempt the Lord ? ' 

But nevertheless their ingratitude weighed heavily 
upon his spirit, and the burden of having to lead and 
provide for a people so thankless and discontented 
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seemed greater than he could bear. Then he sought 
refuge in prayer, and he cried unto the Lord, saying, 
' What shall I do unto this people ? They are almost 
ready to stone me.' 

And the Lord said unto him, * Pass on before the 
people, and take with thee some of the Elders of Israel. 
And the rod wherewith thou smotest the river, take in 
thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee 
upon the rock in Horeb ; and thou shalt smite the rock, 
and there shall come water out of it, that the people may 
drink.' 

So Moses set out to climb the mountain. In his 
hand was the rod with which he had smitten the Nile, 
and turned the water thereof into blood. Behind him 
followed the Elders of Israel. All the people came out 
of their tents, and watched him as he ascended higher 
and higher, till at last he came to that p&rt of Horeb 
which was called the Holy Mountain. There before him 
was the rock of which the Lord had spoken. And when 
he had reached the place, he smote the rock, as the Lord 
had said, and behold there gushed forth from it a stream 
of water. 

To men in the desert there is no gift of God more 
welcome, no sight more gladdening to the eye or more 
cheering to the spirit than a stream of water ; and the 
hearts of the Israelites leapt with joy as they saw the 
torrent bounding, flowing down the mountain side 
towards them, refreshing, as it passed, the parched soil 
and the drooping herbage, and descending at last into 
the valley to quench their own thirst. 
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THE BATTLE WITH THE AMALEKETES 

The desert was inhabited by many fierce tribes, who for 
the most part had no settled home, but wandered about 
from place to place seeking pasture for their flocks and 
herds, their hand against every man, and every man's 
hand against them. 

One of these tribes was the tribe of the Amalekites, 
and they, finding that the Israelites were encamped in 
the fruitful valley of Rephidim, came up against them 
and made war upon them, not openly, but with cunning 
and treachery. Although they had no quarrel with the 
Israelites, they fell upon the people by stealth, and smote 
the hindmost of them, even all that were faint and 
weary and too feeble to resist them. Then they fled 
away again. 

Moses would not allow them to go unpunished, and 
he sought for the bravest man among the Israelites, a 
man named Joshua, to follow after them and overcome 
them. Joshua was to fight ; Moses was to pray. And 
Moses said unto Joshua, ' Choose out men, and go out ; 
fight with Amalek. To-morrow I will stand on the 
top of the hill, with the rod of God in mine hand.' 

So Joshua went out on the morrow, with the chosen 
men of Israel, and pursued after the Amalekites, and 
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fought against them. And Moses went up to the top of 
the hill, with Aaron his brother, and one of the Elders 
of Israel named Hur, who had married his sister Miriam. 
And as the battle raged, the men who were with Joshua 
looked up, and saw Moses standing high above them 
on the hill which led onwards to the Mount of God, pray- 
ing with uplifted hands ; and they were of good cheer. 
And it came to pass that as long as Moses lifted up his 
hands in prayer, Israel prevailed, but when, through 
weariness, he ceased to pray, Amalek prevailed. 

All that day, as long as he was able, Moses stood 
upon the hill-top, where all could see him, holding up 
his hands in prayer. But after a time his strength 
began to fail. When they saw that, Aaron and Hur 
took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon. 
And Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the 
one side and the other on the other side, until the going 
down of the sun. 

And Joshua and his men fought against the Amalek- 
ites, and they prevailed against them, and discomfited 
them, and smote them with the edge of the sword. 
Nevertheless they did not slay them utterly. 

And Moses built an altar, and called it * The Lord 
my Banner,' because the Lord had been to the Children 
of Israel as a banner that day to lead them on to victory. 
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XV 

JUDGING THE PEOPLE 

While the people were still encamped at Rephidim, 
Moses received a visit from his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
Priest of Midian, who lived in the desert with his seven 
daughters. Jethro had heard that Moses had brought 
the Children of Israel out of Egypt, and that he had 
come as far as the mountains of Horeb, and he set 
out to meet him, with the daughter that Moses had 
married, and her two sons. When he was come near 
to the camp of Israel, he sent in a messenger to tell 
Moses of his arrival, saying, ' I, thy fathei^in-law, 
Jethro, am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two 
sons with her.' 

Then Moses went out from his tent to meet his 
fatiber-in-law, and did obeisance, and kissed him, 
according to the Eastern maimer of salutation. And they 
asked each other of their wel&re, and Moses led his 
father-in-law into the tent. And he told him of all that 
the Lord had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians 
for Israel's sake, and of all the difficulties that had come 
upon them by the way, and how the Lord had delivered 
them. 

And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the 
Lord had done to Israel. And Jethro said, ' Blessed be 
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the Lord, who hath delivered you out of the hand of 
Pharaoh, and out of the hand of the Egyptians. Now 
know I that the Lord is greater than all gods/ 

And Jethro took a lamb, and sacrificed it unto the 
Lord, the Go^ of Israel. And after the sacrifice Moses 
made a solemn feast, and called Aaron his brother and 
all the Elders of Israel to come and eat bread with him- 
self and his father-in-law, before the Lord. 

On the morrow, Jethro observed that Moses seated 
himself early in the morning upon a raised seat in front 
of his tent, and that he remained there all the day, 
while the people came and stood around him. And he 
asked him, saying, ' What is this thing that thou doest 
to the people? Why sittest thou thyself alon>e, and 
all the people stand about thee from morning unto 
even ? ' 

And Moses answered him, and said, * It is because 
the people come unto me to inquire of Gk)d. When 
they have a matter, they come unto me, and I judge 
between a man and his neighbour, and I make them 
know the statutes of God and his laws.' 

By giving them advice, by settling their quarrels, 
by teaching them the first truths of religion, Moses was 
seeking to raise his countrymen from the low and 
ignorant condition to which they had been brought by 
their long years of slavery. But the task was too great 
for one man to undertake by himself, and Jethro 
answered him, saying, ' The thing that thou doest is not 
good. Thou wilt surely wear away, for the thing is too 
heavy for thee ; thou art not able to perform it thyself 
alone. Hearken now unto my voice. I will give thee 
counsel. Thou shalt provide out of all the people able 
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men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating unjust gain. 
Place such men over the people, and let them judge the 
people: and it shall be that every great matter they 
shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall 
judge themselves. So shall it be easier for thyself, and 
they shall bear the burden with thee.' 

And Moses hearkened to the voice of his father-in- 
law, and did all that he had said. He chose out able 
men, and made them heads over the people, rulers of 
thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, rulers 
of tens. And he commanded them, saying, * Judge 
righteously between your brethren. Ye shall not 
respect persons in judgment ; ye shall hear the small 
and the great alike. Ye shall not be afraid of the face 
of man, for the judgment is God's. And the cause that 
is too hard for you, ye shall bring unto me, and I will 
hear it.' 

After this, Jethro left the camp of the Israelites, and 
returned to his own home. 
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XVI 

THE MOUNT OF GOD 

It was now time for the Children of Israel to leave the 
valley of Rephidim, and journey onwards to their next 
resting-place — a wide plain among the mountains of 
Horeb or Sinai, at the very foot of the Mount of God. 

This was the place of which Moses had spoken to 
Pharaoh, when he asked that the people might come 
three days' journey into the wilderness, to sacrifice to 
the Lord their God. The journey had indeed taken 
almost three months instead of three days, for they were 
obliged to march slowly on account of the women and 
children, and they had made several long halts. But 
now, at last, they were at the place ; and towering high 
into the clouds, they saw before them the Holy 
Mountain, which rose up from the midst of a ridge 
of table-land, above the plain on which they were 
encamped. 

Moses left the camp, and went up alone into the 
mountain to meet with God. And the Lord called unto 
him out of the mountain, saying, * Thus shalt thou say 
to the House of Israel : Ye have seen what I did 
unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' 
wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
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then ye shall be a peculiar treaanre unto me from 
among all peoples ; for all the eartb is mine. And ye 
shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation.' 

Then Moses came down from the mountain, and 
called together the Elders of the people, and told them 
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all the words which the Lord had spoken. And all the 
people answered together, and said, ' AH that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do.' 

Again Moses went up into the mountain, into the 
preHenceofGod,andhereturnpd unto the Lord the words 
of the people. And the Lord said that on the third day 
he would proclaim his Law unto Moees, that he might 
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declare it to the people. ' Lo, I come unto thee,' said 
God, ' in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when 
I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. Go unto the 
people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and 
let them wash their clothes, and be ready against the 
third day; for on the third day the Lord will come 
down in the sight of all the people upon Mount 
Sinai. 

'And thou shalt set bounds for the people round 
the mountain, and shalt say unto them. Take heed to 
yourselves that ye go not up into the mount, nor touch 
the border of it ; whosoever toucheth the mount shall 
surely be put to death ; whether it be man or beast, 
he shall not live. When the trumpet soundeth long, 
they shall come up to the foot of the mount.' 

With this message Moses came back to the people, 
and he told them that on the third day they were to 
celebrate the solemn feast and sacrifice for which the 
Lord had brought them up out of the land of Egypt. 
On the third day the Lord would make known his Law, 
and would confirm his covenant with them. They were 
to wash their clothes, therefore, and get ready all the 
beautiful garments and jewels which the Egyptians had 
given them to wear on this great day. 

When the sun rose upon the third day, all the 
people were ready. And it came to pass in the morning 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount. And the voice of a trumpet 
was heard, sounding through the still air of the desert, 
exceeding loud, so that ^11 the people in the camp 
trembled. And when Moses heard the sound of the 
trumpet, he placed himself at the head of the people, 
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and led them forth to meet with God. And they stood 
upon the table-land, below the high peak on which the 
cloud rested. 

And Mount Sinai was altogether on smoke, because 
the Lord descended upon it in fire ; and the smoke 
thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the 
whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of 
the trumpet waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and 
God answered him by a voice. 

And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai to the 
top of the mount, and the Lord called Moses to the top 
of the mount, and Moses went up. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, *Go down, charge the people, lest they 
break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them 
perish. Go, get thee down ; and thou shalt come up, 
thou and Aaron with thee, but let not the people break 
through to come up unto the Lord.' 

Moses therefore went back to the people, and 
warned them once more that if anyone should dare to 
break through the bounds that had been set round about 
the mountain, he should surely be put to death. Then 
he again lefb them, and ascended up into the mountain 
to hear the words of God, and all the people waited 
for him at the foot of the mountain, trembling and 
afraid. 
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XVII 
THE COVENANT MADE 

And the Lord spake unto the Children of Israel fixjm 
the top of the mountain, out of the midst of the fire, and 
of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice. And God spake these words, saying : 

' I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me. 

* Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth ; thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them. For I, the Lord thy God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me ; and showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

' Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain. 

' Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work. But the 
seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Lord thy God : in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
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daughter, nor thy man-servant nor thy maid-servant, 
nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy gates. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and 
hallowed it. 

* Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. 

' Thou shalt do no murder. 

' Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

* Thou shalt not steal. 

*Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour. 

' Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house ; thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that 
is thy neighbour's.' 

These words God spake from the top of the mountain, 
from the midst of the fire, an4 of the cloud, and of the 
thick darkness. And all the people saw the thunder- 
ings and the lightnings, and the mountain smoking, and 
they were afraid, and removed from their places beside 
the boundaries, and went and stood afar off. And when 
Moses came down from the mountain, they drew near 
unto him, even all the heads of the tribes, and the 
Elders of the people, and said unto him, * Behold, the 
Lord our God hath showed us his glory and his great- 
ness this day, and we have heard his voice from out of 
the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God 
doth talk with man, and he liveth. Now, thereforOj 
why should we die ? For this great fire will consume 
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US. If we hear the voice of the Lord our God any more, 
then we shall die. Gio thou near, and hear all that the 
Lord our Qod shall say, and speak thou unto us all that 
the Lord our Giod shall speak unto thee, and we will 
hear it, and do it.' 

And Moses wrote upon a roll all the words that the 


Lord had spoken, and he built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and offered sacrifices of oxen unto the Lord, 
And he took the roll which he had written, and read it 
in the audience of the people. And again the people 
answered as before, saying, ' All that the Lord our God 
hath spoken will we do, and be obedient.' 
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Then Moses took the'^blood of the animals that had 
been sacrificed, and sprinkled it upon the altar and upon 
the people, and said, * Behold the blood of the Covenant 
which the Lord hath made with you, concerning all these 
words.' 

Thus was the Covenant made between the Lord and 
his people. It was a day of solemn awe, and yet a day 
of great rejoicing, the day of which Moses had spoken 
when he had said unto Pharaoh that he must bring the 
people out of Egypt to worship the Lord their God. 

After the sacrifice came the feast. The flesh of the 
victims was prepared for eating, and while the people 
spread themselves over the plain, Moses and Aaron, with 
Nadab and Abihu, two of the sons of Aaron, and the 
seventy elders of Israel, sat down near the altar which 
Moses had built at the foot of Mount Sinai, and did eat 
together before God. 

And as they sat, it seemed to them that the cloud 
which overhung the mountain lifted for a moment, and 
they saw in a vision the God of Israel with a pavement 
of blue beneath his feet, like the clear blue of heaven. 
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XVIII 

THE GOLDEN CALF 

The great day was over ; the sacrifice had been oflFered ; 
the Covenant had been made; the feast had been 
celebrated. Moses was now obliged to leave the people 
for a time, for he had been called by God to ascend the 
mountain once more, and to bring with him Joshua, the 
captain of the host.^ He therefore left the people in the 
charge of the Elders of Israel, and especially of Aaron 
and Hur, who had held up his hands in the battle with 
the Amalekites.^ He told them that the people were 
to remain in their encampment in the plain beneath 
Mount Sinai until he should return, and that in case of 
any disputes arising among the people, the Elders were 
to judge them, or if they were unable to decide, then 
the judgment must rest with Aaron and Hur. 

Then he ascended the mountain with Joshua, and a 
cloud covered the mount, and hid them from the eyes of, 
the people. And the glory of the Lord abode upon 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And 
on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses out of the 
midst of the cloud. And Moses left Joshua, and went 
up alone into the midst of the cloud, and gat him higher 
up into the mount. And the sight of the glory of the 

» See p. 59. 
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Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in 
the eyes of the Children of Israel. 

And Moses abode with God, in the mount, forty 
days and forty nights ; he did neither eat bread nor 
drink water. All that time he was communing with 
God, and learning from God those things which he was 
to teach the Children of Israel, so that they might grow 
from a company of slaves to a great nation, and might 
possess the land which the Lord had promised to their 
forefather Abraham. 

The Lord showed moreover unto Moses the vision 
of a most beautiful tent, which was to be made by the 
Children of Israel, and set up in the midst of the camp. 
Within it there was to be a golden chest, and in the 
chest were to be placed two tables of stone, with the 
words of the Covenant written upon them with the 
finger of God. The Lord gave also unto Moses, besides 
the Ten Commandments of the Covenant, many other 
statutes and ordinances. 

Meanwhile the Israelites were waiting for Moses at 
the foot of Mount Sinai, and when day after day went 
by, even forty days, and still he did not come, they 
began to fear that he would never return. Then they 
became impatient to journey onwards, but they did not 
know how to go or what to do, for up to this time 
Moses had been to them instead of God. He had re- 
ceived the commands of the Lord, and had told them 
what they must do. Moreover, he had provided for all 
their wants, and had brought them out of all their diflS- 
culties. Without him they were as sheep without a 
shepherd. 

Then they remembered how, in Egypt, the Egyptians 
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ipped aB gods varioae kinds of fttiimals, and they 
!it that if they had euch gods, or images of euch 
they would be able to go to them for connsel 
d of to Moses. So they gathered themselves 
ler unto Aaron, and said to him, ' Up, make us 
liat shall go before us ; for as for this Moses, the 
hat brought ns up out of the land of Egypt, we 
not what is become of him.' 

yw Aaron was the elder brother of Moses, and to 
loses had given the charge of the people when for 
) he left them, to commune with Gtod in the mount. 
Aiders of Israel were to judge in the case of any 

differences that might arise among the people, 
ny matters that they were unable to decide were 

brought to Aaron and Hur. When, therefore, 
Bople came to Aaron to make them new gods, it 
)r him to remind them of the vows which they had 
I unto the Lord, and of the obedience which they 
to Moses. Hardly six weeks had passed since the 
had solemnly declared his law, ' Thou shalt have 
other gods but me. Thou shalt not make unto 
If any graven image, the likeness of anything that 
I'eaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
B under the earth.' And the people had answered, 
that the Lord hath spoken will we do, and be 
mt.' 
ut Aaron was a man of a character very different 

that of Moses, his brother, Moses was alow of 
d,' but steadfast of heart. Aaron was quick of 
e, but slow of heart, slow to understand all that 
lad done for his people in delivering them from 
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the land of bondage, slow to believe in the great future 
that lay before them as the people of the Lord, slow to 
obey the commandments which the Lord had laid upon 
them. He was a man of weak nature, easily influenced 
by those about him. As long as Moses was by his side, 
to tell him what he should say, he spoke well and 
wisely. With Moses at hand to give him courage, he 
had not shj*unk from defying the mighty Pharaoh, seated 
upon his throne. But Moses was now absent, and when 
the people came clamouring to Aaron to make them 
gods, he was afraid. 

He knew that it was wrong, nevertheless he dared 
not oppose them, and he did even as they desired. With 
the golden earrings which the women and boys were 
accustomed to wear, he made them the image of a calf. 
The earrings and ornaments he melted in the fire, and 
the gold of them he fashioned with a graving tool, and 
he made thereof a molten calf. And when the people 
saw it, they rejoiced greatly, and said, * These be thy 
gods, Israel, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt.' 

So quickly had they forgotten God their Saviour, 
who had done for them such great things. They broke 
his laws and transgressed his covenant, for the likeness 
of a calf that eateth hay ! 
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THE BROKEN COVENANT 

)oked down npon the Children of Israel, and 
orshipping the golden calf. His anger was 
mat them, and lie said anto Mosee, ' Go, get 
nickly, for the people which thon broughteet 
pt have corrupted themselves. They have 
) quickly out of the way which I commanded 
J have made a molten calf, and have 
it, and have sacrificed to it, and have said, 
ly gods, Israel, which brought thee out 
of Egypt I have seen this people and, 
a stiff-necked people. I will destroy them, 
if thee a nation greater and mightier than 

•as deeply grieved. He knew well that the 
B ignorant and foolish and disobedient. 
s he loved his countrymen, and could not 
,ey should perish, even that he might himself 
father of a mighty nation. All through his 
thought, not of himself, but of his brethren, 
n of Israel, and now he besought the Lord 
rcy on them, saying, ' Remember Abraham, 
Israel, thy servants, to whom thon swareat, 
unto them, I will multiply your seed as the 
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stars of heaven ; and all this land that I have spoken 
of will I give unto your seed ; and they shall inherit it 
for ever/ 

Then he went down quickly from the mountain, 
holding in his hand the two tables of stone which the 
Lord had given him, engraven with the words of the 
Covenant. He found Joshua where he had left him, on 
a lower part of the hill, and went on with him towards 
the plain in which the Israelites were encamped. As 
they descended, they heard strange sounds of noise and 
shouting, carried to them from afar upon the clear air of 
the desert, and Joshua said unto Moses, * There is a 
noise of war in the camp.' 

But Moses answered, saying, * It is not the voice of 
them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of 
them that cry for being overcome, but the noise of them 
that sing do I hear.' 

And soon, as they came still nearer, they could see 
the golden calf set up on high, with an altar before it, 
on which the people had been offering sacrifices. After 
the sacrifice there had been a feast, and now the feast 
was ended, and the people had risen up to sing and 
dance before the altar of their new god. 

And it came to pass that when Moses was come 
nigh unto the camp, and saw the calf and the dancing, 
that the anger of Moses waxed hot, and he cast down 
the tables of stone out of his hand and broke them in 
pieces. The Covenant was broken ; and broken was the 
stone on which it had been written. 

And he took the calf, and burned it in the fire, and 
stamped upon it, and ground it to powder, and strewed 
the powder in the brook that flowed forth from Mount 
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Sinai, and made the Children of Israel to drink of it. 
And turning to- Aaron his brother, to whom he had 
entrusted the people, and who had proved even in a 
few short weeks so unworthy of trust, he said unto him, 
* What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought 
so great a sin upon them ? ' 

Then he stood in the entrance of the camp, and 
cried out, *Who is on the Lord's side, let him come 
unto me.' 

All the men of the tribe of Levi gathered themselves 
unto him, but the rest of the Israelites were angry 
because he had destroyed the calf which they had made. 
They had not repented of their sin, and did not wish 
to be on the Lord's side. Moses saw that only by 
punishment could they be brought to repentance, 
and he said unto the sons of Levi, ^ Put every man his 
sword by his side. Consecrate yourselves unto the 
Lord this day, and slay every man his brother, and 
every man his companion, and every man his neigh- 
bour.' 

And the men of Levi did according to the word of 
Moses, and there fell of the Children of Israel that day 
about three thousand men. 

On the morrow, Moses went up again into the 
mountain with a heavy heart. And he said to the 
people, * Ye have sinned a great sin ; but now I will go 
unto the Lord, peradventure I shall make an atonement 
for your sin.' 

And he fell upon his face before the Lord, and prayed 
for the people and for Aaron, because the Lord had 
said that he would destroy them. And he said, 'O 
Lord God, destroy not thy people and thine inheritance 
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which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand. Look not unto the stubbornness of this people, 
nor unto their sins. They have sinned a great sin, and 
have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt, 
forgive their sins, and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out 
of thy book which thou hast written,' 
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XX 

THE NAME OF THE LORD 

Meanwhile the Lord had sent plagues among the 
people, because they were still rebellious, and the Lord 
told Moses to go down again and say to the Children of 
Israel, that since they had broken their covenant with 
their God, he would no longer continue in the midst of 
them. Moses was to take his own tent, and pitch it 
without the camp, far away from the tents of all the 
rest. There the Lord said that he would show the sign 
of his presence, and would commune with Moses, and 
that any of the Children of Israel who wished to depart 
from evil and seek the Lord, might meet with him in 
the tent of Moses without the camp. 

Then at last the people began to understand how 
great had been their sin, and when they heard that the 
Lord would no longer remain among them, they mourned 
greatly. Every man took oflF the ornaments with which 
he had decked himself for the feast of the golden calf; 
and all the people came and stood, every man in the 
door of his tent, to watch Moses as he removed from 
among them. The tent was taken down and carried 
away, and then Moses and Joshua followed it to a place 
without the camp. 

And it came to pass that as Moses entered into the 
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tent which had been set up without the camp, the cloud 
descended from over Mount Sinai, and stood above the 
door of the tent. All the people saw it, for they were 
still watching. They knew the meaning of that cloud. 
It was the sign of the presence of the Lord ; and they 
fell down and worshipped the Lord, every man in the 
door of his tent. 

And when Moses had entered into the tent, the Lord 
spake unto Moses face to face. And Moses besought 
the Lord for the people and for himself, that he would 
not forsake them, nor withdraw his presence from among 
them. 

And the Lord answered him, saying, ' I will do 
also this thing, for thou hast found grace in my sight. 
My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee, 
rest.' 

Then Moses dared to pray that he might see the 
glory of the Lord, and he said unto God, * I pray thee, 
show me thy glory.' 

And the Lord said unto him, * Thou shalt not see 
my face, for there shall no man see my face and live. 
But behold, thou shalt stand upon a rock, and I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee, and will proclaim 
the name of the Lord before thee, but my face shall not 
be seen.' 

The Lord said moreover unto Moses, *Hew thee 
two tables of stone, like unto the first, and I will write 
upon the tables the words which were in the first tables, 
which thou brakest. And be ready in the morning, 
and come up unto Mount Sinai, and present thyself 
there to me in the top of the mount. And no man 
shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen 
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ill the inoTmt ; neither let the flocks and 
ifore the monnt.' 

cloud lifted from off the tent ; the sign of 
of the Lord was withdrawn ; and MoBes 
) the camp. He told the people to keep 
a the mountain on the next day, and to 
1 their flocks and herds from the mountain. 

up early the next morning, and took the 
if stone which he had hewn, as the Lord 
bim. And he went up unto Mount Sinai, 
a cleft of a rock. 
Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed 

the Lord, saying, ' The Lord, the Lord, a 
compassion and gracious, slow to anger, 
IS in mercy and truth ; keeping mercy for 
bloving iniquity and transgression and 
t will by no means clear the guilty.' 
es made haste, and bowed his head towards 
nd worshipped. And he prayed, saying, 
ave found grace in thy sight, Lord, let 
iray thee, go in the midst of us.' 
Lord heard his prayer. And the Lord said 
d renew his covenant with the House of 
'ould do wonders for them, snch as had not 
3r any people, and would drive out other 

they might possess the land which he had 
bheir forefather Abraham. 
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XXI 

THE WILLING OFFERING 

Again -Moses came down fipom the mountain, holding in 
his hand two tables of stone, on which were written the 
words of the Covenant, even the Ten Commandments. 
He had been in the presence of Grod, and behold, the 
skin of his face shone with the glory of God. And when 
Aaron and the Children of Israel saw Moses, and beheld 
the shining of his face, they were afraid to come nigh 
him. But Moses called unto them, and first Aaron and 
the Elders of Israel came near to him, and then all the 
people. And Moses gave them in commandment all 
that the Lord had spoken unto him on Mount Sinai. 
And when he had done speaking with them, he put a 
veil upon his face. But when he went in before the 
Lord, to speak with him, he took the veil oflF till he 
came out. 

Moses had many things to say to the Children of 
Israel, and he gathered them all together, and told them 
that the Lord had a great work for them to do, and that 
all who were willing-hearted might take part in it. 
But no one was to do any of the work upon the Sabbath 
Day. For six days they were to labour, and on the 
seventh day they were to rest. 

The work which the Lord desired them to do was to 
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make a beautiful tent, or tabernacle, of which the Lord 
had shown Moses a vision in the Holy Mountain. It 
was to be set up in the midst of the camp. There they 
were to offer sacrifices to the Lord, and there the Lord 
said he would meet with them, and make known to them 
his will. 

Many precious things would be needed for the 
making of this tent, and for the service to be carried on 
therein, and Moses said unto all the people, ' This is the 
thing which the Lord commanded, saying, Take ye from 
among you an offering unto the Lord : whosoever is of 
a willing heart, let him bring it, gold, and silver, and 
brass, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, 
and goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' 
skins, and acacia wood, and oil for light, and spices for 
sweet incense and for anointing oil, and precious 
stones.' 

Moses said, moreover, that the Lord had called two 
men to take charge of the work — men filled with the 
spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in know- 
ledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to work in 
gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cutting of 
stones for setting them, and in carving of wood, and in 
the work of the engraver, and of the embroiderer, and 
of the weaver J and in all manner of cunning work. The 
names of the two men were Bezaleel and Aholiab. 
Bezaleel was the grandson of Hur, the brother-in-law of 
Moses, and belonged to the tribe of Judah; Aholiab 
was of the tribe of Dan. And Moses said unto the 
people that whosoever among them was wise-hearted 
and able to work skilfully, might make a free-will 
offering of the labour of his hands, and work at the 
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Tent of the Lord under the direction of Bezaleel and 
Aholiab. 

When Moses had finished speaking, he sent the 
people away, and they departed to their tents. But 
soon they came back again, every man whom his heart 
stirred up, and every man whom his spirit made willing, 
with oflFerings for the service of the Lord. Treasures 
which had been handed down to them from their fathers 
and fathers' fathers, they brought to Moses. All the 
beautiful robes, and the jewels and ornaments which 
the Egyptians had given them, they brought for the 
Tent of the Lord. Bracelets, and earrings, and signet- 
rings, and brooches they brought, all of gold, and oflFered 
them unto the Lord. Every man, moreover, with whom 
was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, 
and goats' hair, and red skins of rams, and badgers' 
skins, brought them. Every man that had silver and 
brass brought unto the Lord an oflfering. And the rulers 
brought precious stones, and oil, and sweet spices. And 
the men who were strong went out and cut down 
acacia-trees, and brought the wood thereof. And the 
women who were wise-hearted did spin with their hands, 
and brought that which they had spun for the service of 
the Lord. 

Every day the people came to Moses, bringing some- 
thing wherewith to make beautiful the Tent ; and all that 
Moses received, he gave into the hands of Bezaleel and 
Aholiab, that it might be used for the service of the Tent, 
to make it withal. At last there was more than enough, 
and Bezaleel and Aholiab said unto Moses, ' The people 
bring much more than enough for the service of the 
work which the Lord commanded to be made.' 
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So Mosea restrained the people from bringing more 

ofierings, and he gave commandment, and caused it to 

be proclaimed thronghoatthe camp, Baying, ' Lot neithor 

~"" "T woman make any more work for the service of 

it.' 

n Bezaleel and Aholiab began their work, and 
:\j a year they wrooght at the Tent of the Lord, 
the people remained encamped in the plain 
1 the Holy Mountain. 
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THE TABERNACLE 

The Holy Tent, or Tent of Meeting, or Tabernacle, as 
it is often called, was to be set up in the midst of the 
camp of Israel, and was to contain the two tables of the 
Covenant, written with the finger of God. It was to be 
taken with them by the people wherever they went, and 
when they should reach the land to which the Lord their 
God was leading them, it was to be set up in a place 
that the Lord would choose. In this Tent the Lord said 
that he would cause his presence to appear, and would 
make known his will unto the Children of Israel. 

The Tent was to stand within a very large outer court, 
150 feet long by 75 feet broad. This was to be enclosed 
by curtains of fine-twined linen, supported on pillars of 
brass, to which they were to be fastened by silver hooks and 
fillets, so that they coul4 be easily taken down when it 
was necessary to move the Tent from one place to another. 
In the front of the court, a space of thirty feet was to be 
left for the entrance. Here the pQlars of brass were 
to be continued, but instead of the plain linen curtains 
stretched tight, there were to be beautifdl embroidered 
curtains worked in blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
so arranged that they could be raised or lowered at 
pleasure. 
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Within the great court, and some way in front of the 
Tent, the Altar of Burnt-offering was to be placed. On 
this altar the animals brought for sacrifice were to be 
slain, and their flesh was to be burnt with the sacred 
fire which was to descend from 
heaven,' and was never to" be 
allowed to go out. The altar 
was to be 4^ feet in height 
and 7^ feet in length and 
breadth, and was to be made 
of boards of acacia wood set 
round a hollow square and 
filled up with earth. There 
was to be a slope of earth lead- 
ing to the altar, and a ledge 
running round it, about half 
way np, on which the priests 
were to stand to do their work, 
Ther€f was also to be a horn 
of wood overlaid with brass at 
each comer, to which the 
victims could be tied. More- 
over there was to be a ring of 
brass at each comer, for carry- 
ing the altar, by means of bars 
of brass-covered wood slipped 
through the rings. 

Behind the altar was to 

stand a great brass Laver, or basin for washing, made 

of brass which had been obtained by melting down the 

brazen mirrors given by the women for the service of 
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the Lord. The Laver was always tx) be kept full of 
water, and to be used for cleansing the flesh of the 
animals brought for sacrifice, and also the feet and 
hands of the priests. 

Further back in the enclosure was to stand the Tent 
itself, and into it none but the priests were ever to enter, 
although the people might pass freely into the court. 
The tent was to be 45 feet long and 15 feet broad. It 
was to be made of boards of acacia wood overlaid with 
gold, and covered with curtains. The boards were to be 
fastened together with silver hooks and fillets, and made 
still more secure by bars of gold-covered wood run 
through rings of gold attached to the boards. 

The curtains for the roof were to be of four difierent 
kinds. First, a set of curtains embroidered in blue 
and purple and scarlet with figures of cherubim, and 
fastened together with clasps of pure gold. Next, a set 
of curtains of goats' hair, made a size larger than the 
under-curtains so as to protect them, and fastened 
together in like manner with fifty clasps of gold. Above 
these was to be a set of curtains made of rams' skins 
dyed red, and last of all, a curtain of badgers' skins. 
The entrance to the Tent was to be formed by curtains 
of fine linen embroidered in blue and purple and 
scarlet, and hung over pillars of wood overlaid with 
gold. 

The Tent was to be divided into two chambers, of 
which the innermost, called the Holy of Holies, was to 
be shut off by a curtain, or veil, embroidered with 
cherubim like the curtains of the roof. This curtain 
was never to be lifted, except once a year, on the day of 
Atonement, when the High Priest alone was to enter 
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within the veil and mate atonement for the sins of the 
people. 

In the outer chamber, called the Holy Place, there 
were to be three things — an Altar, a Table, and a 
Candlestick. 

The Altar was to stand in the centre, and was to be 
used for burning incense made of spices which gave forth 
a sweet smell when they were set on fire. It was to be 
3 feet in height and 1 J foot in length and in breadth. 
Like the great Altar of Bumt-oflfering in the court, it 
was to be made of boards set round a hollow square, but 
instead of being covered with brass, the boards were to 
be overlaid with gold, and instead of being filled up 
with earth, the altar was to have a cover fitted to the 
top, with a rim of pure gold running round it. Every 
morning and every evening the priest was to take some 
live coals from the ever-burning fire on the Altar of 
Bumt-oflFering, and with them he was to enter into the 
Holy Place and bum incense upon the Golden Altar. 

The Table, which was called the Table of Shewbread, 
was to stand on the north side of the Altar of Incense, 
and was to be made of wood overlaid with gold. It 
was to be 3 feet in length, 1^ foot in breadth, and 
rather more than 2 feet in height. Upon the Table of 
Shewbread there were always to be twelve flat cakes or 
loaves, made of fine flour mingled with oil, to represent 
the offering of the twelve tribes of Israel. Every Sabbath 
Day the priests were to bring in twelve fresh cakes, and 
set them down before the Lord, and sprinkle them with 
incense. And the old cakes they were to eat before the 
Lord in the Holy Place. 

Lastly, there was to be a Candlestick in the Holy 
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Place. It was to stand on the south side of the Altar 
of Incense, opposite the Table of Shewbread, and was 
to be wrought out of a single piece of pure gold. It 
was to be made with a stem in the centre, and three 
branches on each side, all adorned with buds and 
blossoms of the almond-tree. There would thus be 
places for seven lamps, and these lamps were to be 
fed with pure olive oil, and kept burning day and night. 
Every evening the priest was to fill the lamps with oil, 
and every morning he was to trim and dress them with 
tongs and snufi'-dishes of pure gold. 

Beyond the Holy Place, there was to be an inner 
and still more sacred chamber, the Holy of Holies, 
which was to be shrouded in darkness, and filled only 
with the glory of God. Here there was to be no image of 
God, such as those placed by other nations in the inmost 
recesses of their temples — nothing but a gold-covered 
chest or ark containing the two tables of stone on which 
were written the words of the Covenant. The God of Israel 
was represented to his people by no image, but a Law. 

The Ark of the Covenant, which was to hold the two 
tables of stone, was to be made of wood overlaid with 
gold within and without, with a wreath of pure gold 
running round it. At the four comers there were to be 
rings of gold ; and staves of wood overlaid with gold 
were to be run through the rings and never taken out, 
so that the Ark itself need never be touched. No one 
was ever to see it even, for in preparing to move the 
Tent from one place to another, the priests were to take 
down the veil that hung in front of the Most Holy Place, 
and cover the Ark therewith in the darkness, before the 
rest of the Tent was removed. 


^ 1 


92 THE STOKY OF THE EXODUS 

Above the Ark, and forming the cover of it, was to 
be the Mercy Seat, on which were to be wrought in 
pure gold two cherubim, with faces turned one towards 
the other, and with outstretched wings, covering the 
Mercy Seat. They were to be like no creature either 
in the heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
waters under the earth, but were to be made according 
to the vision shown unto Moses in the Holy Mount. 
And God had said unto Moses, ' I will commune with 
thee from above the Mercy Seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Covenant, of 
all things which I will give thee in commandment unto 
the Children of Israel.' 
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THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES 

Besides the making of the Tabernacle, there was other 
work to be done by Bezaleel and Aholiab and the wise- 
hearted men and women whom the Lord had filled with 
the spirit of understanding. There were holy garments 
to be made, for glory and for beauty, to be worn by the 
priests when they ministered before the Lord ; and for 
these also the skill was required of those who could 
work in gold, and in the setting of precious stones, and 
in weaving and engraving and embroidery. 

Aaron, the elder brother of Moses, was to be the 
High Priest. His sons were also to be priests, but of 
a lower rank ; and affcer their death, their places were 
to be filled by their sons. No one could ever be a 
priest who was not descended from one of the sons of 
Aaron. 

The priests were to have the charge of the 
Tabernacle, to offer the sacrifices, to keep alight the 
ever-burning fire upon the Altar of Burnt-oflfering, to 
trim the Golden Candlestick and fill with oil the lamps 
thereof, to ofier up incense night and morning upon the 
Golden Altar, and to bake the twelve cakes for the 
Table of Shewbread and present them to the Lord every 
Sabbath-day. Moreover, they were always to be in 
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readiness to attend to all who should come to the Tent 
of Meeting to seek counsel of God, or to bring offerings 
for the service of the Lord, or who should wish to make a 
vow, or to offer some special sacrifice. And besides all 
the rest, they were to teach the Children of Israel the 
statutes of God and his laws. 

The sacrifices appointed to be offered by the 
Children of Israel were very many, and of various kinds, 
called by various names, such as Burnt-offerings, Meal- 
offerings, Drink-offerings, Sin-offerings, and Peace- 
offerings. 

Every morning and every evening the burnt-offering 
was to be offered. On ordinary days one lamb was to 
be slain, on Sabbath-days two lambs, and at the great 
Feasts many more. The blood was to be sprinkled upon 
the altar, and the flesh burnt with the ever-burning 
fire. At the same time a meal-offering of fine flour 
mingled with oil and salt was to be burnt upon the 
altar, and a drink-offering of wine was to be poured out 
over it. The animals were to be slain as a sign that all 
life comes from God ; the flour, and oil, and wine were 
to be offered, after the Israelites had reached the land 
of Canaan, as a sign of thankfulness to God who had 
blessed the fields, and vineyards, and olive gardens,^ 
and provided food for his people. 

The sin-offering and the trespass-offering were to be 
sacrificed as an atonement for sin, both for wilful sins 
and sins of ignorance, when the laws of God had been 
broken, not purposely, but through lack of knowledge. 

* The olive is a tree much cultivated in the East for the sake of 
its fruit, which yields an oil of great value for food as well as for 
light. 
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In such a case, if the whole people had sinned, the 
Elders of the people were to lay their hands upon the 
head of the animal to be sacrificed ; or if the sacrifice 
was to be ofiered for one man, he was to lay his hand 
upon it, as a sign that he himself deserved to die, and 
that the animal was to be slain in his stead. 

The peace-ofiering, on the other hand, was to be 
brought as a thanksgiving, or in fulfilment of a vow ; for 
among the Israelities it was not unusual for a man to 
make a vow unto the Lord, and say, ' If the Lord will 
prosper me in this thing which I have in hand, then I will 
bring unto him an offering from my flocks or my herds.' 
And when a portion of the animal sacrificed had been 
burnt upon the altar, and another portion had been set 
aside for the priests, the remainder was to be given back 
to the man who had brought it, that he might make a 
feast with his family and all his household, and rejoice 
before the Lord his God. 

The animals needed for all these sacrifices were to be 
obtained from the offerings of the people. Every first- 
bom son, whether of man or beast, was to be offered to 
the Lord. The first-bom of such animals as were suited 
for sacrifice were to be slain ; the first-born of man, and 
of such animals as were not suited for sacrifice, were to 
be redeemed with money. That money was to be taken 
to the priest, and with it were to be bought animals for 
sacrifice, or whatever else might be needed for the 
service of the Tent. ' All the first-bom of Israel are 
mine,' said the Lord, ' both of man and beast. Never- 
theless, the first-bom of man shalt thou surely redeem 
for the money of five skekels.' ^ Moreover, any Israelite 

^ A shekel was equal to about 28, 6d. of our money. 
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who wished to make a special offering might bring, unto 
the Lord a ram, or a bullock, or a lamb, or a he-goat, 
or if he was too poor for that, he might offer a pair of 
pigeons or of turtle-doves. 

For all this service more labour wonld be required 


than the priests alone could give, and the Lord com- 
manded Moses to set apart all the men of the tribe of 
Levi to help them in their work. On the day when 
Moses had destroyed the golden calf, and called on all 
who were on the Lord's aide to join themselves nnto 
him,' the tribe of Levi alone had obeyed the call. 

' See p. 78 > 
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Therefore they were now chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel for the service of the Lord. 

They were to enter upon their service at the age of 
twenty-five,' and serve in turns as they should be 
needed ; at the age of fifty they were to cease from 
serving. When they should reach the land of Canaan, 
they were to have no share of the land allotted to them, 
for their lives would be spent in the service of the Lord, 
and they would have no time to till the ground. As 
they would be unable, therefore, to work for themselves, 
they were to be maintained by the offerings of their 
brethren. A tenth part of the produce of the land was 
to be set apart for the Levites, of which a tenth again 
was to be reserved for the priests. Certain cities were 
also to be set apart for the priests and Levites, where 
they would be able to leave their wives and children, 
and where they could themselves live at times when 
they were not needed for the service of the Lord. 

When they ministered before the Lord, the priests 
were to be clothed in a white dress of embroidered linen, 
reaching to the feet, which were left bare. On their 
head they were to wear a white linen bonnet, or turban ; 
and round their waist was to be a girdle embroidered 
with blue and purple and scarlet. 

The High Priest was to have the same white dress 
as the other priests, but over it he was to wear other 
garments far more splendid. First, a long blue robe 
without sleeves, with a fringe of bells and pomegranates. 
The pomegranates were to be of soft wool, dyed blue 
and purple and scarlet, and the bells were to be of gold ; 
the bells and the pomegranates were to be placed 
alternately, so that the bells should not clash one against 
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the other, but that there might be a soft, tinkling sound 
whenever the High Priest moved, and that the sound 
thereof might be heard when he went in unto the Holy 
Place before the Lord, and when he came out again. 

Above this, he was to wear the ephod, a short 
sleeveless garment made of fine linen embroidered in 
cunning work of gold and blue and purple and scarlet. 
It was to be fastened to a girdle, and clasped upon the 
shoulders with onyx-stones set in gold and engraven 
with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, six on 
each shoulder. And in the front of the ephod was to be 
a breastplate, with four rows of precious stones set in 
gold, three in each row, and on each of the stones was 
to be engraved the name of one of the tribes of Israel. 
And whenever he entered the Holy Place, the High 
Priest was to wear the ephod and the breastplate, that 
he might bear the names of the tribes of Israel on his 
shoulders and on his breast when he stood before the 
Lord. 

Moreover, the High Priest was to wear upon his 
head a mitre of fine white linen, and in the front of the 
mitre there was to be a plate of gold, fastened with a 
lace of blue, and having the words inscribed upon it, 
' Holy to the Lord.' 

But once a year the High Priest was to lay aside all 
his beautiful robes, and in the simple white dress which 
he wore beneath, he was to go within the veil, or 
curtain, which shut off the Most Holy Place, to offer an 
atonement for his own sins and the sins of all the 
people. 

This was to be done on the tenth day of the seventh 
month — ^the Day of Atonement. On this day all the 
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people were to cease from their work, and were to fast, 
and afflict their souls, and mourn for their sins, and 
assemble at the door of the Tabernacle. 

Having laid aside his beautiful robes, the High 
Priest was to take two rams and a bullock and two he- 
goats. And he was to cast lots upon the two goats ; 
one was to be sacrificed to the Lord, and the other was 
to be allowed to escape. And he was to slay the 
bullock and the goat upon which the Lord's lot had 
fallen, and sprinkle the blood seven times upon the 
altar. 

Then he was to go within the veil, carrying in one 
hand a censer filled with live coals from off* the Altar of 
Sacrifice, and in the other a handful of incense. And 
he was to scatter the incense upon the burning coals 
before the Mercy-seat, that the cloud of it might arise 
and cover the Mercy-seat. And then he was to go back 
and fetch some of the blood of the bullock, and the blood 
of the goat, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the 
Mercy-seat, seven times. 

After this the High Priest was to go forth to the 
people, taking with him the live goat upon which the 
lot of escape had fallen. And he was to lay both his 
hands upon the head of the goat, and confess over him 
all the iniquities of the Children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions, and all their sins, putting them upon 
the head of the goat. And he was to give over the 
goat into the charge of a fit man, who was to take him 
far away into the wilderness, to a land not inhabited, 
and there set him free. And the goat was to bear away 
with him all the iniquities of the Children of Israel, and 
carry them to a land not inhabited. I J f/l 
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When this was ended, the High Priest was to go 
back into the Tent, and put oflF his linen garments in 
the Holy Place and leave them there. And he was to 
wash his feet with water in the Holy Place, and put on 
clean garments, and the beautiful robes that he wore 
above them, and come forth again, and offer the two 
rams for a bumt-offering unto the Lord. 
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XXIV 


STATUTES AND ORDINANCES 


For almost a year, whilst the Tent was being made 
the Israelites remained encamped in the plain beneath 
Mount Sinai, and during this time Moses made known 
to them the statutes and ordinances which the Lord had 
commanded him during the forty days that he was alone 
with God in the mount. For besides the Ten Com- 
mandments of the Covenant, and the ordinances for the 
service of the Tent, and for the sacrifices, there were 
many others by which the Children of Israel were to 
know the will of the Lord in all manner of things that 
belonged to their daily life. 

They were always to remember that they were to be 
a separate and holy people, chosen to serve the Lord. 
They were not to follow the wicked customs of other' 
nations, but were to keep their souls from sin, and their 
bodies from defilement and disease. There were there- 
fore many laws about washing, about eating, about the 
management of the sick, and about labour and rest. 
There were laws, too, about the making of vows, about 
the punishment of crime, about the treatment of hired 
servants and of slaves, about pity for the poor, and 
about kindness to animals. 
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The feet and hands were to be washed before and 
after every meal, and the whole body very frequently 
— especially after touching anything unclean, or any 
person with infectious sickness, or coming near to any 
grave, or dead body. 

Certain animals, especially beasts and birds of prey, 
and all creeping things, were pronounced unclean, and 
these they might not eat, nor any animal that had died 
a natural death, or that had not been killed in such a 
way as to take all the blood from it. 

A terrible form of sickness common among the 
Israelites was the disease called leprosy, which in some 
cases affects the skin, making it turn white and ghastly, 
and in others causes the limbs to lose their power and 
fall away by degrees^ so that the sufferer presents a 
dreadful appearance. Whenever a person became 
afficted in this way, he was to go to the priest, who 
was to examine him, and see if his sickness were indeed 
leprosy. If it were, the sick man was to rend his 
clothes, and bare his head, and cover his upper lip, and 
remove himself from his family and his friends, and go 
far away from all men, and dwell alone in a desert place. 
And whenever he went forth abroad, he was to cry out 
with a loud voice, ' Unclean, Unclean,' that everyone 
might hear his voice, and flee away, before he drew 
near. If the leper became better, he was to go again 
to the priest, who was then to examine him, and if 
he felt satisfied that the man was really cured, he 
was to offer sacrifices to the Lord, and cleanse the 
leper with special ceremonies that lasted for eight days, 
together with his clothes and the house in which he 
had lived. Aft^r that, the leper who had been pro- 
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nounced clean might go back to Ms home, and live 
again with his family as before. 

It was not uncommon among the Israelites for a 
man to make a vow that for a certain time he would 
separate himself unto the Lord in a special manner. 
Or sometimes a man would vow that one of his children 
should be separate to the Lord all the days of his life. 
The man or woman who made such a vow was called a 
Nazarite ; it was not required of any man, but if he 
chose to make it, then the vow that was gone out of his 
mouth he must surely keep and perform. All the days 
of his separation he was to drink neither wine nor strong 
drink, nor to touch anything that . came from the vine, 
whether grapes or dried raisins. All the days of his 
separation he was to let no razor or scissors come upon 
his head, but was to let the locks of his head grow. All 
the days of his separation he was to keep away from 
any dead body, and refrain from making any monming 
for the dead, even though it were his father or his 
mother, his brother or his sister. And when the days 
of his separation were ended, he was to come to the 
Tent of Meeting, and bring sacrifices to be offered to 
the Lord. And at the door of the Tent of Meeting he 
was to shave his head, and bum the hair upon the great 
Altar of Burnt-offering. And after that he might drink 
wine again. 

Moses also made laws with regard to the Avenging 
of the Blood. In the East, if a man was killed by 
another, the nearest of kin to the murdered man was 
bound to avenge his blood by taking the life of the 
murderer. But it might happen that the man had 
slain his neighbour by accident, without any wish to do 
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him harm. In snch a case he was to arise and flee for 
his life to one of six cities which Moses commanded the 
Children of Israel to set apart for that purpose in the 
land of Canaan. And when he had reached the City of 
Befage, he was to stand at the entering-in of the gate, 
and declare his cause to the Elders of the city. If he 
had hated his neighbour, or had lain in wait for him and 
smitten him to death, then the Elders of his own city 
were to send for him, and deliver him into the hands of 
the Avenger of the Blood. But if the Elders of the 
City of Refuge judged that he had in truth smitten his 
neighbour unawares, and had not hated him in times 
past, then they were to take him into their city and keep 
him there, and as long as he remained in the City of 
Refuge the Avenger would have no power to touch him. 
And if he outlived the High Priest, at the death of the 
High Priest he was to be set free, and might return 
again to his home in safety. 

Any man who should steal that which belonged to 
another was to be punished by making restitution 
according to the nature of the theft. If he stole an ox 
or an ass, and it was found in his possession alive, he 
was to restore it twofold. But if he had already killed 
or sold it, then for an ox he was to restore five oxen, and 
for a sheep four sheep. If he had not wherewith to pay, 
he was to be sold as a slave, and the money was to be 
given to the man he had injured. 

Again, if a man fell into poverty, and had not 
wherewith to pay his debts, he might be sold to pay the 
debt, but no slave of Hebrew birth was to serve for 
more than six years. In the seventh year he was to be 
set free, unless he preferred to stay with his master. 
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In that case, the master was to take the slave to the 
door of his house, and bore his ear through with eax awl 
to the door-post, as a sign that he belonged to the house 
for ever. 

But if the slave wished to depart when he had served 
six years, then in the seventh year his master was to 
let him depart in peace, and supply him with that which 
he needed to begin life again as a free man. ' When 
thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not let 
him go away empty,' said the Lord. * Thou shalt furnish 
him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy threshing- 
floor, and out of thy wine-press ; of that wherewith the 
Lord thy God hath blessed thee, thou shalt give unto 
him. It shall not seem hard unto thee when thou sendest 
him away free from thee ; and the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in all that thou doest.* 

In all their dealings with their hired servants, the 
Israelites were to be just and considerate. ' Thou shalt 
not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy,* 
said the Lord, 'whether he be of thy brethren, or of the 
strangers that are in thy gates. At his day thou shalt 
give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon 
it, for he is poor, and setteth his heart upon it.' 

The animals too were to be treated with kindness. 
The oxen employed in the hard work of treading out the 
com were to be left unmuzzled, that they might eat freely. 
And in the time of harvest, gleanings were to be left in 
the fields for the cattle, that they might feed upon them 
at their pleasure. 

It might sometimes happen that a man had become 
so poor as to have nothing to give in pledge, when he 
wanted to borrow money, but his outer garment. This 
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was a piece of cloth, about two yards wide and two or 
three yards long, which was used as an additional cover- 
ing in cold or wet weather. In such a case the raiment 
was to be restored at the going down of the sun, that 
the man might not be without covering for the night ; 


QRIHDIHe WITH MILLSTONES 

and in no case might the clothing of a widow be taken 
from her as a pledge. Neither might the upper or the 
lower half of a man's millstone be taken. The mill, 
which consisted of two flat stones, between which the 
com was crushed, was used twice a day in preparing for 
the morning and the evening meal, so that to take the 
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mill-stone which he needed to make ready his daily food 
was like robbing a man of the means of preserving his 
life. 

Mercy and kindness were to be shown at all times 
to the poor and the stranger and all who were in 
distress, but especially in the time of plenty, when the 
harvest was gathered in. ' When thou cuttest down thy 
harvest in thy field,' said the Lord, ' and hast forgot a 
sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it. 
It shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and the 
widow. When thou beatest thine olive-tree, thou shalt 
not go over the boughs again. It shall be for the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. When thou 
gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not 
glean it afterward. It shall be for the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord thy God may 
bless thee in all the work of thine hands.' 
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XXV 

THE FEASTS 

The Israelites were at this time a toil-worn, dis- 
contented, and unhappy people. The long years of 
bondage in Egypt had broken down their spirit, and had 
made them inclined to look at everything from the 
gloomiest side. Therefore it was necessary that they 
should learn the duty of being happy themselves, and 
of making others happy. And the Lord ordained that, 
besides the weekly day of rest from all manner of work, 
there should be a day of rest and feasting every month 
at the first appearance of the new moon, and also in the 
course of the year, three other still greater feasts, when 
all the people were to cease from toil and care, and 
rejoice before the Lord their God. 

The first of these was the Feast of the Passover, 
which was to be observed for ever in the spring of the 
year, on the fourteenth day of the first month, the day 
of their deliverance from the land of bondage. On that 
day all the people were to gather together at the place 
in which the Lord should choose to set the Holy Tent, 
every man with an ofiering in his hand, according to 
the blessing with which the Lord had blessed him. 
And in the evening a lamb was to be slain and eaten 
by each family, with bitter herbs and unleavened bread, 
with shoes on feet and stafi" in hand, as on the night of 
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the first Passover.* ' Thou shalt sacrifice the passover, 
said the Lord, ' at the going down of the sun, at the 
season that thou earnest forth out of Egypt. And thou 
shalt roast and eat it in the place which the Lord thy 
God shall choose. Thou shalt eat no leavened bread 
with it. Seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread 
therewith, even the bread of affliction, for thou earnest 
forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, that thou mayest 
remember the day when thou earnest forth out of Egypt 
all the days of thy life.' 

The feast was to last seven days. On the evening 
of the first day the lamb was to be slain and eaten. 
On the second day, which would always fall on the 
Sabbath, there was to be a solemn assembly. On the 
third day, a sheaf of the first ears of com was to be 
waved by the priest before the Lord. On the last day 
there was to be again a solemn assembly. And on all 
the days of the feast special sacrifices were each day to 
be offered, and the people were to rest, and feast, and 
rejoice. 

Seven weeks after the Passover, the Feast of the 
First-fruits was to be celebrated. At this feast two 
loaves made from the finest flour of the newly ripened 
com were to be waved before the Lord, and until this 
offering had been brought to the Lord none might eat 
of the new corn. Free-will offerings were also to be 
made by the people, according as the Lord had blessed 
them, and special sacrifices of young lambs and bullocks 
and rams and kids were to be slain on all the seven 
days of the feast. 

But of all the feasts the most joyous was to be the 

> See p. 38. 
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Feast of Tents or Tabernacles, in the autumn, in the 
seventh month, when all the fruits of the earth would 
be gathered in, when the people were to bring as thank- 
offerings to the Lord the freshly plucked grapes, the 
new-made wine, and the new-made oil, and when even 
more abundant sacrifices were to be offered than at the 
other feasts. During all the seven days of the feast 
they were to leave their homes, and live for the time in 
bowers made of olive branches, and pine branches, and 
myrtle branches and palm branches, to remind them of 
the tents in which they had sojourned in the wilderness 
after they had been delivered from the land of bondage. 
At this and all the feasts the poor were to be included 
in the feasting and rejoicing, together with the Levite 
who had no part or inheritance in the land, and the 
stranger who was far from his home, and all who were 
desolate and distressed. ' Thou shalt rejoice before the 
Lord thy God,' said Moses, ^ thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and 
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow that are 
among you.' 

Whenever it was possible, each Israelite was to 
bring for the feast some of the produce of his own land. 
This he was to put into a basket, and carry, together 
with some of the firstlings of his flocks and herds, to 
the place which the Lord should choose. There he was 
to give his basket into the hands of the priest, who was 
to take it from him and set it down before the Altar of 
the Lord. And the man was to stand before the altar, 
and say these words : * A wanderer from Padan-aram 
was my father,^ and he went down into Egypt and 
^ See The Story of Genesis, chaps, xiz. and xzziii. 
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sojourned there, few in number, and became there a 
nation, great, mighty and populous. And the Egyptians 
evil-entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard 
bondage. And when we cried unto the Lord, the God 
of our fathers, he heard our voice, and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. And the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt with great terribleness, 
and with signs and wonders ; and he hath brought us 
into this place, and hath given us this land. And now, 
behold, I have brought the first-fruits of the land which 
thou, Lord, hast given me:' And he was to worship 
the Lord his God. And of that which he had brought, 
the priest was to offer sacrifices and offerings unto the 
Lord. And that which remained afterwards was to be 
given back to him, that therewith he might keep the 
feast according to the law of the Lord. 

But even if it were not possible for the man to 
bring of that which his own land had brought forth, he 
was nevertheless to go to the place which the Lord 
should choose, and take his part in the feast. ' If the 
way be too long for thee,' said Moses, ' so that thou 
art not able to carry it, then shalt thou turn it into 
money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt 
go unto the place which the Lord thy God shalt choose. 
^ And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy 
soul desireth, and thou shalt eat there before the Lord 
thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou and thy house- 
hold.' 
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I 
XXVI « 

THE YEAR OF JUBILEE 

! 

Besides the weekly, monthly, and yearly feasts, which j 

the Israelites already began to celebrate in the wilder- 
ness, there were to be yet others, in the land which the 
Lord had promised them, when the feast was to last not 
for a day or a week, but for a whole year. 

As in every week they were to work for six days, 
and on the seventh day they were to rest, so for six years 
they were to sow, and reap, and gather in the fruits of 
the earth, and in the seventh year they were to cease 
from all manner of work, that the land might have rest. 

In the seventh year they were neither to sow the 
fields, nor prune the vines, nor dig the olive gardens. 
Even the corn which grew of itself they were not to reap, 
neither were they to gather the grapes which ripened in ; 

the undressed vineyards. All this was to be left for , '> 

the poor, and for the stranger, and after them for the , 

beasts of the field. 

And in case any one should say, What shall we eat in 
the seventh year if we sow not, neither gather in our 
increase ? the Lord promised that in the sixth year he 
would give his blessing, and during that year the 
Israelites were to store up food enough to last for three 
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years, even until they had sown in the eighth year, and 
had gathered in their harvest. 

During the seventh or Sabbatical year of rest, no 
debts could be claimed. If the debt was owed by a 
foreigner, it was to stand over for another year, but if 
by an Israelite, it was to be forgiven altogether. For 
all, the seventh year was to be a year of ease, and refresh- 
ment, and freedom from all manner of anxious care. 

But a feast still greater than the Sabbatical year was 
to be the year of Jubilee, when seven times seven years 
had gone by. It was to begin on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, the Day of Atonement,^ and when, once 
in every fifty years, that great day had dawned, trumpets 
were to be sounded forth throughout the land to proclaim 
to all the beginning of the year of Jubilee. In this 
year, as in the Sabbatical years, there was to be no 
sowing, or reaping, or gathering of vines or of olives. 
In this year all debts were to be cancelled, whether they 
were owed by Israelites or by strangers ; and all slaves, 
whether Israelites or strangers, were to be released. All 
the heavy burdens were to be unloosed, and the op- 
pressed were to be set free. 

In this year, moreover, all the land was to return to 
those who had originally owned it. When the Israelites 
should have conquered the land of Canaan, they were to 
divide the land between them by lot, but it might 
happen that some, through poverty, would be obliged to 
sell their land. If this were so, then, at the Jubilee, the 
man who had sold his inheritance was to buy it back 
again. In selling the land, it was to be remembered 
that in the year of Jubilee it would have to go back to 

» See p. 98. 
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its former owner, and the price was to be fixed acxx)rding 
to the number of years to the Jubilee. If it were many- 
years distant, the price would be more, and if few, the 
price would be less; and if at the Jubilee the man 
were still too poor to buy back his land at a feir price, 
one of his kinsmen was to redeem it for him, or if he 
had no kinsman who could redeem it, then it was to be 
restored to him without price. 

All the statutes and ordinances of the Lord were to 
be taught diligently to the children, that they might 
know the will of the Lord and do it. And the Lord 
said : * If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my com- 
mandments, then I will give you rain in due season, and 
the land shall give her increase, and the trees of the field 
shall yield their fi:uit. And your threshing shall reach 
unto the vintage ; and your vintage shall reach unto the 
sowing-time ; and ye shall eat your bread to the full, 
and dwell in your land safely. And I will rid evil beasts 
out of the land. And ye shall chase your enemies, and 
they shall fall before you by the sword. And five of you 
shall chase an hundred ; and an hundred of you shall 
put ten thousand to flight. And I will walk among you, 
and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.' 
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THE SETTING-UP OF THE TABERNACLE 

At last the work of Bezaleel and Aholiab, and the wise- 
hearted men and women who wrought with them at the 
Tent, was finished. All the several parts of it were 
ready, with the furniture thereof, and the vessels thereof, 
and the garments for the priests. According to all that 
the Lord commanded, so did the Children of Israel 
fashion all the work. And Moses saw all the work, and 
behold they had done it, and Moses blessed them. 

Then, upon the first day of the first month of the 
second year of the freedom of the people, Moses set up 
the Tent as the Lord commanded him. He reared up 
the boards, and fastened them together, and spread the 
coverings above the Tent. He set up also the curtains 
of the court, and fastened them together, and hung the 
curtains at the entrance. 

And in the inner chamber of the Tent he placed the 
Ark of the Covenant, and within it the two tables of 
stone, and he covered the ark with the Mercy Seat, and 
drew the curtain before it. And in the outer chamber 
he set the Table of Shewbread, with twelve cakes upon 
it. And he set up the Golden Candlestick, and lighted 
the seven lamps thereof. And there also he placed the 
Golden Altar, and he burned sweet incense upon it. 

I 2 
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Then he drew the curtains of the entrance to the Holy 
Place. And in the court he reared up the great brazen 
Altar, and set in its place the Laver of brass, and filled 
it with pure water. 

And Moses gathered together all the people at the 
door of the Tent. And in the sight of all Israel, he 
took Aaron and his sons, and set them apart for the 
service of the Lord. First they were washed with pure 
water, then they were arrayed in the garments that had 
been prepared for them. And Moses put upon Aaron 
the white linen dress, and over it the blue robe bordered 
with the golden bells and pomegranates. And he girded 
him with the girdle, and clothed him with the ephod 
and the breastplate. He placed also upon his head 
the mitre, and on it he fastened the golden plate with 
the words, ' Holy to the Lord.' He took also the four 
sons of Aaron, and clothed them with the white linen 
garments, and girded them with the girdles of blue and 
purple and scarlet, and put the white head-tires upon 
their heads. 

And Moses took the anointing oil that had been pre- 
pared, and anointed the Tent and all that was therein. 
And he went out into the court, and sprinkled the 
anointing oil upon the altar seven times, and anointed, 
the altar and all its vessels. And he poured it upon 
the head of Aaron, and upon his sons, and upon their 
garments. 

Then a bullock and two rams were brought to the 
door of the Tent, and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon their heads, and Aaron slew them. And 
Moses took of the blood, and put it upon the horns of 
the altar, and on the base of the altar, and laid a part 
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of the flesh npon the altar. He took also of the blood, 
and put it upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great 
toe of his right foot, and sprinkled it upon his gar- 
ments. And in like m^ner did he unto the sons 
of Aaron. 

Thus Moses finished all the work. And behold a 
cloud covered the Tent, and it was filled with the glory 
of the Lord. And there came forth fire jfrom the Lord, 
and consumed the burnt-offering upon the altar. And 
when the people saw it, they shouted, and fell upon 
their faces. 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto the Holv Place 
before the Lord, and came forth again, and blessed the 
people. And Aaron lifted up his hands towards the 
people, and said : 

* The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 

' The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee. 

' The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.' 

Then drew near unto Moses the twelve princes of 
Israel, even the heads of the twelve tribes, with an 
offering for the service of the Lord. Six covered 
waggons they brought, and twelve oxen, to carry the 
Tent with its boards and its hangings and its ftirniture, 
when it should be time to journey forward. They 
gave moreover great silver dishes for the Altar of 
the Lord, and silver bowls filled with fine flour 
mingled with oil, and spoons of pure gold filled with 
incense. 

After this, all the people returned to their tents. 
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And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, ' Boil the 

flesh that remaineth at the door of the Tent, and there 

eat it. Ye shall not go out from the door of the Tent. 

Seven days ye shall abide day and night at the door of ' 

the Tent, and keep the charge of the Lord, for so am I 

commanded/ 
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xxvni 

NADAB AND AEffiU 

The people departed to their tents, and the newly 
consecrated priests remained in charge of the Tent of 
the Lord. But the sons of Aaron had no tme under* 
standing of the solemn responsibilities which they had 
undertaken, and they took no pains to attend to the 
instructions that Moses had given them with regard to 
the service of the Holy Tent. 

One of these duties was to bum incense, night and 
morning, before the Lojrd, upon the Golden Altar in the 
Holy Place. The incense was to be specially prepared 
from four different spices, ground small and mixed 
together, and was never to be kindled except with coals 
taken fix)m off the fire that had descended from heaven 
upon the Altar of Sacrifice, and that was never to be 
allowed to go out. But so neglectful were the sons of 
Aaron, that on the very first day, when at evening the 
two elder brothers, Nadab and Abihu, entered for the 
first time into the Holy Place to bum incense before 
the Lord, they did not trouble themselves to fill their 
censers with coals from off the altar, as the Lord had 
commanded, but took instead the coals of some common 
fire. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them. 
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They had shown a spirit of carelessness and con- ^ 


tempt which could not be left unpunished, and by a 
terrible judgment the Lord taught the Israelites that 
his commands must be reverenced and obeyed. As 
the two priests stood in the Holy Place with the fire in 
their hands which they had been forbidden to use, there 
came out a fire from before the Lord and devoured 
them, and they died there, before the Lord. 

Aaron their father saw it, and he held his peace. 
He was awed by the judgment of God, and made no j 

mourning for the dead who had died by their own dis- 
obedience. And Moses called two of the kinsmen of the 
young men, and gave command to carry out their bodies, 
and bury them far away, in a place without the camp. 
And he spake unto Aaron, and to the two sons of Aaron 
who were left alive, saying, ^ Uncover not your heads, 
neither rend your clothes,^ and go not out from the 
door of the Tent, for the anointing oil of the Lord is 
upon you. But let your brethren, the whole House 
of Israel, bewail the burning which the Lord hath 
kindled.' 

All the House of Israel mourned for Nadab and 
Abihu, but Aaron and his sons made no mourning, for 
they had been set apart for the service of the Lord. 
For seven days they remained within the enclosure of 
the Tent, and each day all the ceremonies of their 
consecration were repeated. And on the eighth day, 
Moses again assembled all the people at the door of the 
Tent, and again the cloud descended upon the Tent, and 
the glory of the Lord abode upon it. And the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying, 'Take the Levites from 

* These were the usual signs of mourning in the East. 
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among the Children of Israel, and cleanse them, and offer 
them for an offering unto the Lord.' 

The Levites had been chosen by the Lord from 
among all the tribes of Israel to help the priests in the 
service of the Tent. And Moses took the Levites, and 
sprinkled them with pure water, and caused them to 
wash their flesh and put on clean garments. And 
Aaron brought the Levites to the door of the Tent, and 
all the people laid their hands upon the heads of the 
Levites, and Aaron offered them unto the Lord to do 
the service of the Lord. And Aaron took two bullocks, 
and the Levites laid their hands upon the heads of the 
bullocks, and Aaron slew the bullocks and offered them 
unto the Lord to make an atonement for the Levites. 
Then the Levites went into the Holy Tent to do their 
service from that day forward. 
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XXIX 

THE ORDER OF THE HOST 

The Tabemade was now set up in the camp of Israel. 
And the cloud which had descended upon the Tent 
abode upon it, and removed not from it ; by day it had 
the appearance of a thick cloud, and by night the 
appearance of fire. It was the sign of the presence of 
the Lord among his people ; and so long as the cloud 
continued above the Tent the Children of Israel were 
to remain in their encampment; but when the cloud 
should lifb from off the Tent, then they were to journey 
onwards. 

All around the Tabernacle were pitched the tents of 
the Levites, and beyond these the host of Israel in due 
order, three tribes on the north side, three on the south, 
three on the east, and three on the west. Although the 
men of Levi had been taken from among their brethren 
for the service of the Lord, there still remained twelve 
tribes. For when upon his deathbed Israel their fore- 
father had given his blessing to Ephraim and Manasseh, 
the two sons of his dearly-loved son Joseph, he had 
said to each that he should be the father of a great 
people. And now that the blessing had been fulfilled, 
the descendants of each of the sons of Joseph were 
counted as a separate tribe. 
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Thus the tribes were set in order, and in the en- 
campment of each was set a standard, that all the men 
of the tribe might gather round it, to follow it on the 
march, and to pitch their tents beside it when at rest. 
And the Lord commanded Moses to number the people. 



EGYPTIAN STANDAB0S* 


.« 


and take down the names of all the men in each tribe 
from twenty-five years old and upwards, able to go 
forth to fight. Only the Levites were not numbered, 
for they were not to fight, being set apart for the 
service of the Lord. 

And now all things were in readiness for leaving 

* For an explanation of this picture, see Preface, p. x. 
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Mount Sinai, where the people had sojourned for more 
than a year. The cloud lifted from oflF the Tent, and 
the preparations for moving it began. First the priests 
entered the Holy Place, and into the golden rings 
fastened to the sacred vessels they slipped the golden 
rods by which they were to be carried; then they 
covered them with wrappings of blue and purple and 
scarlet, and with outer wrappings of badgers' skins. 

The Levites next advanced to take down the Tent. 
They were divided into three families — the Kohathites, 
the Gershonites and the Merarites — each descended 
from one of the three sons of Levi, the son of Israel. 
The Kohathites were the family to which the priests 
belonged, and they had charge of the sacred vessels, 
the Ark of the Covenant, the Altar of Incense, the Table 
of Shewbread, the Golden Candlestick, and the Altar of 
Sacrifice. The Gershonites had the care of the hang- 
ings and curtains of the Tent, with all that belonged 
thereto ; and to them Moses had entrusted two of the 
waggons and four of the oxen offered by the princes of 
Israel for the service of the Tent. Lastly, the Merarites 
had charge of the boards and the heavy part of the 
Tent ; and to them Moses had given the four remaining 
waggons and eight oxen. 

Meanwhile the tents of the people had been taken 
down, and packed upon the backs of baggage animals. 
And when everything was prepared, Moses caused the 
priests to blow with silver trumpets wrought for their 
use by Bezaleel and Aholiab^ as a signal to all the 
people that they were now to come and take their places, 
each in the order in which they were to march. 

In front of all was borne a standard, the Lion of the 
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tribe of Judah; and following it the tribes advanced 
who camped together on the east side of the Tabernacle, 
Judah, Issachar and Zebulon. Next came the Gersho- 
nites and Merarites, with their waggons and oxen, 
carrying all the various parts of the Holy Tent. After 
them came the three tribes from the south side of the 
Tabernacle, Eeuben, Simeon and Gad, following the 
standard of Reuben. 

Then in the centre of the procession were the 
Kohathites, bearing on their shoulders the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Altar of Incense, and the rest of the sacred 
vessels, whilst Aaron and his sons held in their hands the 
silver trumpets with which to give the signal for moving 
forward. Behind them came the three tribes from the 
west of the Tabernacle, Bphraim, Manasseh and Ben- 
jamin, following the standard of Bphraim ; and, last 
of all, the three tribes from the north side, Dan, Asher 
and Naphtali, following the standard of Dan. 

When all were in their places, Moses gave command 
to the priests to sound again the silver trumpets. And 
with the trumpet-blast he gave a shout, and said, 
' Arise, O Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered, and 
let them that hate thee flee before thee.' Then the 
host of Israel set forward on its way. 

And at nightfall, when the march was to be stopped, 
the trumpets sounded forth again; and again Moses 
lifted up his voice in the clear air of the desert, and 
gave a shout, saying, * Return, O Lord, unto the many 
thousands of Israel.' 
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XXX 

THE BURDEN OF THE PEOPLE 

Amongst those who were in the camp of Israel at the 
time of the departure from Sinai was Jethro, the father- 
in-law of Moses. And Moses begged his father-in-law 
to tarry with the people, and share their lot. ' We are 
journeying,' he told him, ' to the place of which the Lord 
said, I will give it you. Come with us, and we will do 
thee good.' 

Jethro did not care to leave his home in the desert, 
but Moses pressed him to go at least part of the way 
with them, to help them, for he was a wise and prudent 
man, and had known the desert from a child. ' Leave us 
not, I pray thee,' said Moses, ' for thou knowest how we 
are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou shalt be to us 
instead of eyes.' So Jethro set out with the rest, but 
afber a time he returned again to his own home. 

For three days the people journeyed onwards through 
the desert, and had soon left behind them the green plain 
beneath Mount Sinai, and the brook that flowed from 
the Mount of Grod. It was now summer, and they had 
entered upon a country that was dry, and barren, and 
desolate. And as before, no sooner did they begin to 
feel the hardships of the way, than they began to 
murmur and complain, for they had neither courage, nor 
patience, nor faith. 
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Therefore the Lord was angry with them, and he sent 
down a fire which consumed those that pitched in the 
outer part of the camp. But when the people saw the 
fire, they cried unto Moses, and Moses prayed unto the 
Lord, and the fire was quenched. And the name of that 
place was called Taberah, or The Burning, because the 
fire of the Lord had burnt among them. 

Since they had left Mount Sinai the people had 
again been fed by the manna which the Lord rained 
down for them out of heaven, morning by morning. 
But they were tired of the manna ; amidst the discomforts 
of their journey, their thoughts went back to the good 
things of Egypt, and they began to weep, saying, ' Who 
shall give us flesh to eat ? We remember the fish which 
we did eat freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, and the 
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick. 
But now our soul is dried away ; there is nothing at all ; 
we have nought save this manna to look at.' 

During the long years of oppression in Egypt, the 
Israelites had so entirely sunk to the level of slaves that 
the gaining of their freedom was as nothing to them 
compared with the loss of the good food which they had 
enjoyed in the land of bondage. They were incapable 
of understanding what it was that the Lord had done 
for them ; they were unable to conceive of that which he 
had still in store for them ; they had not yet learnt that 
such gifts of God can only be obtained by effort and 
perseverance and self-denial. 

Moses knew well the charticter of his brethren. From 
the day when he had first come among them he had 
seen their littleness and baseness of spirit. All the 
weary months since they had left the land of Egypt he 
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had borne with them, and had sought to cheer them 
and raise them from their low estate. Nevertheless 
when he saw the people standing, weeping in the door- 
way of their tents, his heart sank within him, and he 
cried out unto the Lord, saying, * Wherefore hast thou 
evil-entreated thy servant, that thou layest the burden 
of all this people upon me ? I am not able to bear all 
this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.' 

And the Lord answered him, saying, ' Gather unto 
me seventy nien of the Elders of Israel, and bring them 
unto me at the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand 
there with thee. And I will come down and talk with 
thee there, and I will take of the spirit which is upon 
thee and put it upon them, and they shall bear the 
burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone.' 

And it came to pass that when the seventy Elders 
were gathered together at the door of the Tent, the Lord 
came down in a cloud, and spake unto Moses, and he 
took of the spirit that was in Moses, and put it upon 
the seventy Elders, that they also "might have faith 
and courage, and might uplift the hearts of their 
brethren. 

Moreover the Lord said unto Moses, ' Say thou unto 
the people. Ye shall eat flesh. For ye have wept in the 
ears of the Lord, saying, Who will give us flesh to eat ? 
Therefore the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 
Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, 
neither ten days, nor twenty days, but a whole month, 
until it be loathsome unto you, because that ye have 
rejected the Lord which is among you, and have wept 
before him, saying. Why came we out of Egypt ? ' 
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And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and 
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the 
camp, about a day's journey on thja side, and a day's 
joamey on the other side, round about the camp. And 
the people rose up all that day, and all the night, and all 
the next day, and gathered the qaails ; they gathered 
very many. 


But while the fleah was yet between their teeth, the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and the 
Lord smote the people with a very great plague. And 
the name of that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah 
or the Graves of Lust, because there they buried the 
people who had luBtod for flesh. 
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XXXI 

THE SPIES 

From Kibroth-Hattaavah the Israelites again journeyed 
onwards, and pitched their tents in a place called 
Hazeroth. There Miriam, the sister of Moses, and 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, rebelled against him. 
They were unwilling to receive the commands of the 
Lord from the mouth of their younger brother, and 
they set themselves up against him, saying, ' Hath the 
Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? Hath he not 
spoken also by us ? ' 

Now Moses was meek above all the men upon the 
face of the earth. He gave no heed to the murmurings 
of his sister and brother, but the Lord heard them, and 
he came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the Tent, and called Aaron and Miriam. And 
they came forth. And the Lord said unto them, * Hear 
now my words. If there be a prophet among you, I 
the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, 
and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses 
is faithful in all my house. With him will I speak 
mouth to mouth and not in dark speeches, and the face 
of the Lord shall he behold. Wherefore then were ye 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses ? ' 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
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them, and he departed, and the cloud departed from oflF 
the Tent, and behold Miriam became leprous and white 
like snow. And Aaron looked upon her, and behold 
she was smitten with leprosy, and he said unto Moses, 
* Alas! my lord, I beseech thee lay not the sin upon us, 
for we have done foolishly.' 

Then Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, ' Heal her, 
now, O God, I beseech thee.' And the Lord hearkened 
unto Moses, and the leprosy departed from Miriam. 
Nevertheless she was obliged to go away to a place 
without the camp, and remain for seven days without 
the camp, until all the ceremonies were fulfilled that had 
been appointed for the cleansing of the leper. During 
this time the people waited for her at Hazeroth. When 
she was brought back, they again journeyed on till they 
came to Kadesh Bamea. They were now close to the 
land of Canaan, and in a very short time they might 
hope to enter the country to which they had been 
looking forward so long. It was indeed peopled by 
their enemies, but the Lord had promised them the 
victory, and Moses urged them to go up, and fight with 
a good courage. ' Behold,' he said to the people, ' the 
Lord thy God hath set the land before thee. Go up, 
take possession, as the Lord, the God of thy fathers, 
hath spoken unto thee. Fear not, neither be dis- 
mayed.' 

But the people were afraid to go up, and they came 
unto Moses, and said, * Let us send men before us, that 
they may search the land for us, and bring us word 
again of the way by which we must go up, and the 
cities unto which we shall come.' 

And Moses hearkened unto their voice, and chdse 
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out twelve men, a man from each tribe, and sent them 
before to spy out the land, and said unto them, ' Get 
you up and see the land, what it is ; and the people 
that dwell therein, whether they be strong or weak, 
whether they be few or many; and what the land is 
that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad ; and 
what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in 
camps or in strongholds ; and what the land is, whether 
it be fat or lean, and whether there be wood therein or 
not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land.' 

So the spies went up from the camp of Israel, and 
entered the land of Canaan from the south. And they 
searched out the land, and walked about it forty days, 
and they saw the land and the inhabitants thereof. 
And in one place they cut down a cluster of grapes so 
large and heavy that two had to bear it between them 
upon a staflF, and they took of the fruit of the land, figs 
and pomegranates, and came again to Moses and Aaron, 
and to all the congregation of the Children of Israel at 
Kadesh Barnea, in the wilderness of Paran. 
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XXXII 

SMITTEN BEFORE THEIR ENEMIES 

Now among the twelve men who had been sent forth 
to spy out the land, ten were cowards, and only two 
were brave men, ready to go up and fight for the land. 
The cowardly spies had taken alarm at some of the 
things they had seen in the south country of Canaan, 
and they said unto Moses, ' We came unto the land 
whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with 
milk and honey. Howbeit the people that dwell in 
the land are strong, and the cities are fenced and very 
great. And moreover we saw the giants there, the 
Children of Anak.' 

The two brave spies, whose names were Caleb and 
Joshua, had not been frightened by the giants and the 
fenced cities, and they tried to put heart into their 
brethren, saying, * Let us go up at once and possess the 
land, for we are well able to overcome it.' 

But the others answered, saying, ' We are not able 
to go up against the people, for they are stronger than 
we. All the people that we saw in the land are men 
of great stature ; and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.' 

And the Children of Israel listened to the cowardly 
spies, and were filled with fear. They forgot how the 
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Lord had delivered them out of the hand of Pharaoh, 
King of Egypt, and out of the hand of the Amalekites 
with whom they had fought in the wilderness, and they 
lifted up their voice, and wept that night, saying, 
' Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt ! 
or would God that we had died in this wilderness ! ' 

Moses sought to give them courage and comfort, 
and exhorted them, saying, ' Be not ye afraid. The Lord 
your God who goeth before you, he shall fight for you, 
according to all that he did for you in Egypt before 
your eyes, and in this wilderness.' 

But the people would not listen to him, and they 
said one to another, ' Were it not better for us to return 
into Egypt ? Let us make a captain, and let us return 
into Egypt.' 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all 
the assembly of the Children of Israel, for they knew 
that such ingratitude must call down the anger of the 
Lord. Caleb and Joshua knew it also, and they rent 
their clothes as a sign of grief. Once more they tried 
to reason with the people, and Caleb said, * The land 
which we passed through to spy it out is an exceeding 
good land. If the Lord delight in us, then he will 
bring us into this land, and give it unto us, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not against the 
Lord, neither fear the people of the land. Their de- 
fence is removed from over them and the Lord is with 
us. Fear them not.' 

But the people interrupted him with angry shouts, 
and gave commandment that Caleb and Joshua should 
be stoned to death. 

At that moment the glory of the Lord appeared in 
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the Tent of Meeting unto all the Children of Israel. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, 'How long will 
this people despise me ? How long will they not 
believe me for all the signs which I have wrought 
among them ? . I will smite them with the pestilence 
and disinherit them, and will make of thee a nation 
greater and mightier than they.' 

If Moses had been a selfish man, he might now have 
rejoiced in the thought that he was at last going to 
receive the reward of all his patience and long-suflFering. 
But, instead of that, he thought only of the people whom 
the Lord had placed under his charge, and as before at 
Sinai,* he pleaded with the Lord for them, and besought 
him to forgive them. 

And again, as before, the Lord heard him, and 
promised that he would not utterly destroy the people. 
But he said that they should wander in the wilderness 
forty years, until all were dead of those who refused to 
enter into the land to which he had brought them. 
Then, when their children had learnt patience and 
courage, he would again bring them to the same place, 
and would again set the land before them. Only the twa 
faithful spies, Caleb and Joshua, should live to enter 
the promised land, and Caleb should receive for his in- 
heritance a part of the fruitful south country from 
whence he had brought the great cluster of grapes. 

Moses told the Children of Israel all that the Lord 
had said, and when they heard that they were to turn 
back into the wilderness, they mourned and wept. Now 
that they saw themselves shut out from the land of 
Canaan, they were filled with a desire to enter into it ; 

* See p. 76. 
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and although the Lord said that he would not now lead 
them thither, they determined, notwithstanding this, to 
go up and possess it. 

Early the next morning, therefore, they rose up 
and girded on their weapons of war, and said to Moses 
that they were ready to fight. But they had proved 
abundantly that they were not men who could be led 
to victory, for they had neither courage, nor endurance, 
nor obedience, nor faith. Neither was it the right 
moment for gaining an advantage over their foes. And 
the Lord said unto Moses, ' Say unto them. Go not up, 
neither fight, for I am not among you, lest ye be 
smitten before your enemies.' 

The people, however, gave no heed. They were now 
as eager to fight as before they had been backward, and 
although the cloud moved not off from the Tent, and 
although Moses remained in the camp beside it, they 
dashed forth to meet their foes. 

There was a steep mountain-pass which must be 
secured before they could enter into the land of Canaan, 
and this pass was held against them by the Amalekites 
with whom they had already fought,^ and by the 
Amorites who lived in that part of the country. 

Up the mountain-side the Israelites toiled in wild 
confusion, to win the heights above. They were without 
order, without a leader, without any plan of attack; 
they could not fail to be worsted. The Amorites and 
the Amalekites came out against them, and as Moses 
had forewarned them, they were smitten before their 
enemies, who drove them down the hill again, and pur- 
sued after them, even as bees, as'jQft' as to Hormah. 

* e p. 69. 
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XXXIII 

KORAH, DATHAN AND ABIRAM 

After their defeat at Hormah, the Israelites came back 
to the camp, and again they mourned and wept before 
the Lord. They could not bear the thought of going 
back into the terrible wilderness where they had suffered 
from want of food and of water ; and instead of blaming 
their own cowardice, which had brought this judgment 
upon them, they began to murmur against Moses, as if 
it were his fault. 

The Israelites were too ignorant to understand all 
that Moses had done for them. They had no love for 
the great Prophet whom God had set over them as their 
leader, and now in their misery and vexation they were 
ready to rise up in rebellion against him. 

There were moreover certain of the Levites who 
were jealous of Aaron and his sons, and who did not 
choose to believe that only the family of Aaron had 
been called to be priests, although Moses had told them 
that this wag, the will of the Lord. They thought that 
they themselves were quite as worthy of that high 
calling, and quite as able to burn the incense, and offer 
the sacrifices, and present the offerings of the people. 

The discontented Israelites were headed by a man 
named Korah, of the tribe of Levi, and by two men 
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named Dathan and Abiram, of the tribe of Reuben. 
With them were joined also two hundred and fifty 
princes of the congregation, men of renown. The first 
sign of open rebellion was to send Korah and the two 
hundred and fifty princes to Moses and Aaron, to say 
to them that the Israelites refused to obey them any 
longer. 'Ye take too much upon you,' they said, 
* Wherefore lift ye up yourselves above the congrega- 
tion of the Lord ? ' 

When Moses heard these words, he fell upon his 
face, overcome by the ingratitude of these men, and by 
their ignorance and folly. But soon he raised himself, 
and tried to show them that in rebelling against him, 
they were rebelling against God, who had given to each 
man his appointed work. ' Hear now,' he said, * ye 
sons of Levi. Seemeth it but a small thing unto you 
that the God of Israel hath separated you from the 
congregation of Israel to bring you near to himself, 
to do the service of the Tent of Meeting ; and seek ye 
the priesthood also? Thou and all thy company are 
gathered together against the Lord.' 

He sent to fetch Dathan and Abiram that he might 
speak to them also, but they refused to come, and 
returned an insolent message, saying, 'We will not 
come up. Is it a small thing that thou hast brought 
us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey 
to kill us in the wilderness, but thou must needs make 
thyself also a prince over us ? Moreover, thou hast not 
brought us into a land that floweth with milk and 
honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. 
We will not come up.' 

They were false and cruel words, and Moses was 
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very wroth. So far from wishiog to make himself a 
prince over the people, he had twice prayed to the Lord 
that, if it were needfal, his own name might be blotted 
out, in order that they might be saved from destruction. 
And as for his not having brought them to a land of 
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fields and vineyards, was not the land before them, and 
had they not refused to take possession of it ? 

Moses prayed to the Lord to grant a sign to show 
that the accusation was false, and he told Korah and 
' S«e Preface, p. xii. 
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his men to come again on the next day, that the Lord 
might judge between them. They claimed the right to 
minister before the Lord as his priests, and he was 
ready to grant it to them if the Lord so willed. 
Therefore they were to bring with them censers for 
burning incense, a censer of brass for each man. On 
the one side should stand Aaron with his censer, and on 
the other side Korah and his men with their censers, and 
the Lord should show who were his, and who were holy 
and chosen to come near unto him. 

The next morning Korah presented himself at the 
door of the Tent of Meeting with the two hundred and 
fifty princes, each of them having in his hand a censer 
full of burning coals for ofiering incense. 

Then the glory of the Lord appeared above the Tent, 
and the anger of the Lord waxed hot against the men 
who had despised his word. And the Lord said unto 
Moses and unto Aaron, ' Separate yourselves from this 
congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.' 

But again Moses and Aaron fell upon their faces, 
and prayed for the people. The Israelites were dis- 
contented and rebellious, but they had been led astray 
by Korah, and Moses prayed, saying, ' God, the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt 
thou be wroth with all the congregation ? ' 

And the Lord heard; and stayed his hand from 
destroying the whole people. Before the judgment 
should fall, the people who had been led astray were to 
separate themselves from those who had stirred them up 
to rebellion ; and the Lord said unto Moses, ' Speak unto 
the congregation, saying. Get you up from about the 
tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.' 
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As he passed back, he paused before the tent of 
Korah, which was in the encampment of the Levites, 
near to the Tabernacle, and there also he warned the 
people to depart from about the tent of Korah, lest they 
should be consumed. 

Then he stood again in front of the Tabernacle with 
his face towards the rebellious Israelites, and cried to the 
Lord to judge between them, and to make it plain to all 
that he had been placed at their head by God himself, 
and was innocent of the self-seeking of which they 
accused him. 

Raising his voice that all might hear, he said unto 
all the congregation, ' Hereby shall ye know that the 
Lord hath sent me to do all these works. If these men 
die the common death of all men, or if they be visited 
after the visitation of all men, then the Lord hath not 
sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and the 
earth open her mouth and swallow them up, with all 
that appertain to them, then ye shall know that these 
men have despised the Lord.' 

He had scarcely made an end of speaking these words, 
when it came to pass that the earth clave asunder 
beneath the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. And 
the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up, 


II 


So Moses went down to the encampment of the 
Reubenites, where Dathan and Abiram were standing in 
the doorway of their tents, with their wives and their J 

sons and their little children. And Moses cried aloud i 

to all the people that were round about, saying, ' Depart, 
I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their 
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and their households and all their goods. So they went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth closed again over 
them, and they perished from among the congregation. 
And all the people that were round about them fled at 
the cry of them, for they said, * Lest the earth swallow 
us up also ! ' 

At the same moment there came out a fire fi^m 
the Lord, and it consumed the two hundred and fifty 
men who were standiug at the door of the Tent of 
Meeting. Thus the Lord judged between Moses and 
the men who had rebelled against him, and proclaimed 
to all Israel that he had appointed Moses to be their 
leader, and that all the commandments which Moses had 
given them were the laws of God himself. 

And the Lord spake unto Eleazar the priest, the 
son of Aaron, to take up the censers of Korah and his 
men from out of the burning, and beat them out to make 
therewith plates of brass to cover the altar. They were 
to be a memorial for ever unto the Children of Israel of 
the destruction of Korah and his company, that no 
stranger who was not of the family of Aaron should ever 
again dare to come near to burn incense before the 
Lord. 
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THE ROD THAT BUDDED 

KoRAH, Dathan and Abiram had been destroyed by a 
terrible visitation, but the people refused to see the 
hand of the Lord in the judgment that had overtaken 
them. They were still angry and discontented, and on 
the following day they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and Aaron, and came to the door of the 
Tabernacle, crying out, * Ye have killed the people of the 
Lord.' 

Then again the glory of the Lord appeared, and the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against the people. And 
the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron, ' Get you up from 
among this congregation, that I may consume them in 
a moment.' 

Nevertheless Moses and Aaron would not forsake 
their brethren, and they fell on their faces and besought 
the Lord for mercy. But meanwhile the people had 
been smitten by some deadly plague, and were dying 
all around them. And Moses rose up and said unto 
Aaron, ' Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the 
altar, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make 
an atonement for them, for there is wrath gone out from 
the Lord, and the plague is begun.' 

So Aaron did as Moses commanded, and ran in 
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among the people with the incense in one hand, and in 
the other hand a censer full of burning coals. The 
incense was an emblem of the prayers of the saints ; and 
standing there between the dead and the living, Aaron 
set fire to the incense, and offered it up to the Lord, 
and made an atonement for the people, and the plague 
was stayed. But already there had been smitten of the 
people fourteen thousand men besides those that had 
perished on the previous day. 

After this terrible judgment the rebellion was 
completely crushed. And now the Lord said unto 
Moses that he would work yet another sign to proclaim 
his will. For each of the tribes of Israel a rod was to 
be chosen by the prince of the tribe, and upon each rod 
the name of the prince was to be written. For the tribe 
of Levi was to be taken the rod wherewith Aaron had 
wrought the signs of the Lord in Egypt, and Aaron's name 
was to be written upon it. Then all the rods were to be 
placed together before the Lord. ' Thou shalt lay them 
up,' said the Lord, ' before the Ark of the Covenant, 
where I will meet with you. And it shall come to pass 
that the man whom I shall choose, his rod shall blossom.' 

Accordingly the twelve princes came to Moses, each 
bringing in his hand a rod with his name written upon 
it, and Moses laid them up before the Lord in the Tent 
of Meeting. And on the day following, when the 
princes were again assembled, Moses went in and 
brought forth the rods from before the Lord. And they 
looked, and took every man his rod. And when Aaron 
received his rod, behold it had blossomed, and had 
brought forth buds and flowers and fruit of the almond- 
tree. 

L 
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Thus the Lord proclaimed yet again, tliat of all the 
tribes of Israel he had chosen the tribe of Levi, and of 
all the families of Levi he had chosen the family of 
Aaron to minister before him, and make known his will. 
And the Lord said onto Moses, ' Bring Aaron's rod, and 
lay lb again before the Ark of the Covenant, to be kept 


for a token against the rebels ; and thou shalt quite 
take away their murmurings from me, that they die 
not.' 

By bitter experience the Israelites had learnt that 
it was of no use to rebel gainst the commands of Mosee, 
which were indeed the commands of God. All their 
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attempts to escape from his guidance, and make a way 
for themselves without him, had ended in failure. Their 
own cowardice had hindered them entering into the 
promised land when they had been brought to the very 
borders of it, and now they must submit to the punish- 
ment which that cowardice had brought upon them, 
and turn back again from it into the wilderness. There 
they were doomed to wander for forty years, until all 
the men were dead who had known the bondage of 
Egypt, and until their children had learnt such habits 
of courage and endurance as would enable them to face 
their enemies, and fight for the land, of which the Lord 
had sworn unto Abraham that he would give it to his 
seed for ever. 


Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt ; they 
remembered not the multitude of thy mercies ; 

Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he 
might make his power to be known. 

He rebuked the Red Sea, and it was dried up : he led 
them through the deep as through a wilderness. 

And he saved them from the adversary's hand, and 
delivered them from the hand of the enemy. 

The waters covered their enemies : there was not one of 
them left. 

Then believed they his words, and sang his praise. 

But they soon forgat his works ; and waited not for his 
counsel : 

But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted 
God in the desert. 

And he gave them their desire ; but sent leanness withal 
into their soul. 

They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the 
saint of the Lord. 
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The earth opened, and swallowed up Dathan^ and 
covered the company of Abiram. \ 

And a fire was kindled in their company ; the pame 
burnt up the wicked. 

They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the mjolten 
image. 

Thus they changed their glory into the similitudjfe of a 
calf that eateth hay. 

They forgat God their Saviour, who had done great 
things for them in Egypt ; 

Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and fearful 
things by the Red Sea. 

Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not 
Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach to turn 
away his wrath, lest he should destroy them. 

Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not 
his word : 

But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto 
the voice of the Lord. 

Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to over- 
throw them in the wilderness. 

Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard 
their cry : 

And he remembered for them his covenant, and 
repented according to the multitude of his mercies. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting 
to everlasting. • 
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Commentary on the Single Incident of our Blessed Lord's Childhood 
(St. Luke ii. 41 to the end). Crown Svo. 2J. 6d, 

THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY: an Exposition, Critical and Devo- 
tional, of the Collects appointed at the Communion. With Preliminary 
Essays on their Structure, Sources, etc. 2 vols. Crown Svo. Ss, each, 

THOUGHTS UPON THE LITURGICAL GOSPELS for the Sundays, 
one for each day in the year. With an Introduction on their Origin, 
History, the Modifications made in them by the Reformers and by the 
Revisers of the Prayer Book. 2 vols. Crown Svo. 16s. 

MEDITATIONS UPON THE LITURGICAL GOSPELS for the 
Minor Festivals of Christ, the two first Week-days of the Easter and 
Whitsun Festivals, and the Red-letter Saints' Days. Crown Svo, Ss, 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS compiled from various sources (chiefly from Bishop 
Hamilton's Manual), and arranged 9n the Liturgical Principle. Crown 
Svo. y. 6d. Cheap Edition. i6mo. is. 

Harrison.— PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIANITY AND SCEPTI- 
CISM ; Lessons from Twenty Years* Experience in the Field of Christian 
Evidence. By the Rev. Alexander J. Harrison, B.D., Lecturer 
of the Christian Evid..i r Society. Crown Svo. 7s, 6d, 
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Hernaman.— LYRA CONSOLATION IS. From the Poets of 
the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Centuries. Selected and 
arranged by Claudia Frances Hernaman. Small Qvo, 6s, 

Holland. — Works by the Rev. Henry Scott Holland, M.A., 
Canon and Precentor of St. Paul's. 

CREED AND CHARACTER : Sermons. Crown Bvo. js. 6d. 

ON BEHALF OF BELIEF. Sermons preached in SL Paul's Cathedral. 
Crown Bvo. 6s. 

CHRIST OR ECCLESIASTES. Sermons preached in St. Paul's 
Cathedral. Crown Bvo. y. 6d, 

GOOD FRIDAY. Being Addresses on the Seven Last Words, delivered 
at St. Paul's Cathedral on Good Friday. Small Bvo. 2j. 

LOGIC AND LIFE, with other Sermons. Crown Bvo. 7s. 6d. 

Hopkins.— CHRIST THE CONSOLER. A Book of Comfort 
for the Sick. By Ellice Hopkins. Small Bvo. 2s. 6d. 

Ingram.— HAPPINESS : In the Spiritual Life; or, *The Secret 
of the Lord.' A Series of Practical Considerations. By the Rev. W. 
Clavell Ingram, M.A., Vicar of St. Matthew's, Leicester. Crown 
Bvo. yj. 6d. 

INHERITANCE, THE, OF THE SAINTS ; or, Thoughts on 
the Communion of Saints and the Life of the World to come. Col- 
lected chiefly from English Writers by L. P. With a Preface by the 
Rev. Henry Scott Holland, M.A. Crown Bvo. js. 6d, 

Jameson. — Works by Mrs. Jameson. 

SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART, containing Legends of the Angels 
and Archangels, the Evangelists, the Apostles. With 19 etchings and 
187 Woodcuts. Two Vols. Cloth, gilt top, 20J. net. 

LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS, as represented in the 
Fine Arts. With 11 etchings and 88 Woodcuts. One Vol, Cloth, 
gilttopt 10s. net. 

LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, OR BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 
With 27 Etchings and 165 Woodcuts. One Vol. Cloth, gilt top, 10s. net. 

THE HISTORY OF OUR LORD, as exemplified in Works of Art. 
Commenced by the late Mrs. Jameson ; continued and completed by 
Lady Eastlake. With 31 etchings and 281 Woodcuts. Two Vols. 
Bvo. 20s. net. 

Jennings.— ECCLESIA ANGLICANA. A History of the 
Church of Christ in England from the Earliest to the Present Times. 
By the Rev. Arthur Charles Jennings, M.A. Crown %vo» 71. 6/. 
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Jukes.— Works by Andrew Jukes. 

THE NEW MAN AND THE ETERNAL LIFE. Notes on the 
Reiterated Amens of the Son of God, Crown Svo. 6s. 

THE NAMES OF GOD IN HOLY SCRIPTURE : a Revelation of 

His Nature and Relationships. Crown Svo. 4s. 6d. 

THE TYPES OF GENESIS. Crown Svo. 7s. 6d. 

THE SECOND DEATH AND THE RESTITUTION OF ALL 
THINGS. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 

THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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Keble.— MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRIT- , 

INGS OF JOHN KEBLE, M. A. Selected and Arranged for Daily I 

Use. By C. M. S. Crown i6mo. is. j 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN KEBLE, M.A. 
Crown Svo, y. 6d. 

Kennaway.-CONSOLATIO; OR, COMFORT FOR THE 

AFFLICTED. Edited by the late Rev. C. E. Kennaway. i6mo. 
2s, 6d. 

King.— DR. LIDDON'S TOUR IN EGYPT AND PALES- 
TINE IN 1886. Being Letters descriptive of the Tour, written by his 
Sister, Mrs. King. Crown Svo. 55. 

Knox Little.— Works by W. J. Knox Little, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of Worcester, and Vicar of Hoar Cross. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d. 

THE HOPES AND DECISIONS OF THE PASSION OF OUR 
MOST HOLY REDEEMER. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

THE THREE HOURS' AGONY OF OUR BLESSED REDEEMER. ; 

Being Addresses in the form of Meditations delivered in St. Alban*s • 

Churcn, Manchester, on Good Friday. Small Svo. zs. ; or in Paper 
Cover^ IS. 

' CHARACTERISTICS AND MOTIVES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE. Ten Sermons preached in Manchester Cathedral, in Lent 
and Advent 1877. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED FOR THE MOST PART IN MANCHES- 
TER. Crown Svo. js. 6d. I 

THE MYSTERY OF THE PASSION OF OUR MOST HOLY 
REDEEMER. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

THE WITNESS OF THE PASSION OF OUR MOST HOLY 
REDEEMER. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 

THE LIGHT OF LIFE. Sermons preached on Various Occasion?. 

Crown Svo. js. 6d. \ 

SUNLIGHT AND SHADOW IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
Sermons preached for the most part in America. Crown Svo. js. 6d. 
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Lear.— Works by, and Edited by, H. L. Sidney Lear. 

FOR DAYS AND YEARS. A Book containing a Text, Short Reading, 
and Hymn for Every Day in the Church's Year. \tmo. 2s.6d. Also a 
Cheap Edition, ^^mo. is. ; or cloth gilt, \s. 6d. 

FIVE MINUTES. Daily Readings of Poetry i6fno. y- 6^ Also a 
Cheap Edition. ^2mo. is. ; or cloth gilt, is. 6d. 

WEARINESS. A Book for the Languid and Lonely. Large Type. 
Small Qvo. 5s. 

THE LIGHT OF THE CONSCIENCE. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHIES. Nine Vols. Crown Bvo. y. 6d. each. 

The Revival of Priestly Life 
IN THE Seventeenth Century 


Madame Louise de France. 
Daughter of Louis xv., known 
aUo as the Mother T6r^e de 
St. Augustin. 

A Dominican Artist : a Sketch of 
the Life of the Rev. P6re Besson, 
of the Order of St. Dominic. 

Henri Perreyve. By A. Gratry. 

St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and 
Piince of Geneva. 


IN France. 

A Christian Painter of the 
Nineteenth Century. 

Bossuet and his Contempora- 
ries. 

F6nel6n, Archbishop of Cam- 

BRAI. 

Henri Dominique Lacordaire. 


DEVOTIONAL WORKS. Edited by H. L. Sidney Lear. New and 
Uniform Editions. Nine Vols. i6mo. ar. 6d. each. 


F^nelon's Spiritual Letters 
TO Men. 

F^nelon's Spiritual Letters 
TO Women. 

A Selection from the Spiri- 
tual Letters of St. Francis 
DE Sales. 

The Spirit of St. Francis de 
Sales. 


The Hidden Life of the Soul. 

The Light of the Conscience. 

Self-Renunciation. From the 
French. 

St. Francis de Sales' Of the 
Love of God. 


Selections 
Thoughts. 
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Library of Spiritual Works for English Catholics. Original 

Edition. With Red Borders. Small Bvo. c^s.ectch. New and Cheaper 
Editions, i6mo. 2j. 6d. each. 


OF THE IMITATION OF 
CHRIST. 

THE SPIRITUAL COMBAT. 
By Laurence Scupoli. 

THE DEVOUT LIFE. By St. 
Francis de Sales, 


OF THE LOVE OF GOD. By 
St. Francis de Sales. 

THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. 
AUGUSTINE. In Ten Books. 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. sj. 
Edition only. 
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Liddoa— Works by Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D., 
late Canon Residentiary and Chancellor of St. Paul's. 

SERMONS ON OLD TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. Crown Svo. 55. 

THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 
Being the Bampton Lectures for 1866. Crown Bvo. $s. 

ADVENT IN ST. PAUL'S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Two 
Comings of our Lord. Ttjoo Vols. Crown Svo. y. 6d. each. Cheap 
Edition in one Volume, Crown Zvo, 5r. 

CHRISTMASTIDE IN ST. PAUL'S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the 
Birth of our Lord and the End of the Year. Crown Svo, $s. 

PASSIONTIDE SERMONS. Crown Svo. 55. 

EASTER IN ST. PAUL'S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. Two Vols. Crown Svo. y. 6d. each. Cheap 
Edition in one Volume. Crown Svo. y. 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OXFORD. Two Vols. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. each. Cheap Edition in 
one Volume, Crown Svo, $s, 

THE MAGNIFICAT. Sermons in St. Paul's. Crown Svo, 2J. 6d, 

SOME. ELEMENTS OF RELIGION. Lent Lectures. Small Svo, 
2s, 6d, ; or in Paper Cover ^ u. td. 

The Crotvn Svo Edition (5*.) may still he had. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF H. P. LIDDON, D.D. 
Crown Svo, y. 6d, 

MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF H. P. 
LIDDON, D.D. Selected and arranged by C. M. S. Crown i6mo, is. 


DR. LIDDON'S TOUR IN EGYPT AND PALESTINE IN 1886. 
Being Letters descriptive of the Tour, written by his Sister, Mrs. King. 
Crown Svo, y, 

Luckock.— Works by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D., 
Canon of Ely. 

AFTER DEATH. An Examination of the Testimony of Primitive 
Times respecting the State of the Faithful Dead, and their Relationship 
to the Living. Crown Svo. 6s, 

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE BETWEEN DEATH AND 
J UDGMENT. Being a Sequel to After Death. Crown Svo. 6s. 

FOOTPRINTS OF THE SON OF MAN, as traced by St. Mark. Being 
Eightv Portions for Private Study, Family Reading, and InMruc- 
tions m Church. Two Vols* Crown Svo, 12s. Cheap Edition in one 
Vol, Crown Svo. y. 
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Lnckock. — Works by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, DD., 
Canon of Ely — continued, 

THE DIVINE LITURGY. Being the Order for Holy Communion, 
Historically, Doctrinally, and Devotionally set forth, in Fifty Portions. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK OF COMMON 
prayer. The Anglican Reform— The Puritan Innovations— The 
Elizabethan Reaction — The Caroline Settlement. With Appendices. 
Crown Svo. 6s, 

THE BISHOPS IN THE TOWER. A Record of Stirring Events 
affecting the Church and Nonconformists from the Restoration to the 
Revolution. Crown Svo. 6s. 

LYRA APOSTOLICA. Poems by J. W. Bowden, R. H. 
Froude, J. Keble, J. H. Newman, R. I. Wilberforce, and 
I. Williams ; and a New Preface by Cardinal Newman. i6mo. 
With Red Borders. 2J. 6d. 

LYRA GERMANIC A. Hymns translated from the German by 
Catherine Winkworth. Small Svo. ^. 

MacOoU.— CHRISTIANITY IN RELATION TO SCIENCE 

AND MORALS. By the Rev. Malcolm MacColl, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of Ripon. Crown Svo. 6s. 

Mason.— Works by A. J. Mason, D.D., formerly Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

. THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. A Manual of Christian Doctrine. 
Crown Svo. js. 6d. Also a Large-Paper Edition for Marginal Notes. 
\to. I2J. 6d. 

THE RELATION OF CONFIRMATION TO BAPTISM. As taught 
in Holy Scripture and the Fathers. Crowft Svo. 

Mercier.—GUR MOTHER CHURCH: Being Simple Talk 
on High Topics. By Mrs. Jerome Mercier. Small Svo, y. 6d, 

Moberly.— Works by George Moberly, D.C.L., late Bishop of 
Salisbury. 

PLAIN SERMONS. Preached at Brighstone. Crown Svo, ss, 

THE SAYINGS OF THE GREAT FORTY DAYS, between the 
Resurrection and Ascension, regarded as the Outlines of the Kingdom 
of God. In Five Discourses. Crown Svo. y, 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS. Mostly preached at Brighstone. Crown Svo. 
, js. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED AT WINCHESTER COLLEGE. Tvw VoU. 
Small Svo. 6s, 6d. each. Sold separately. 
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Modey.— Works by J. B. Mozley, D.D., late Canon of Christ 
Church, and Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford. 

ESSAYS, HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL. Two Vols. 8w. 24J. 

EIGHT LECTURES ON MIRACLES. Being the Bampton Lectures 
for 1865. Crown Svo. js. 6d. 

RULING IDEAS IN EARLY AGES AND THEIR RELATION TO 
OLD TESTAMENT FAITH. Lectures delivered to Graduates of 
the University of Oxford: Svo, jos. 6d, 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OXFORD, and on Various Occasions. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

SERMONS, PAROCHIAL AND OCCASIONAL. Croum Svo, 7s. 6d. 

Mozley. — Works by the Rev. T. Mozley, M.A., Author 
of 'Reminiscences of Oriel College and the Oxford 
Movement.' 

THE WORD. Croztm Svo. 7s, 6d. 

LETTERS FROM ROME ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
CECUMENICAL COUNCIL 1869-1870. Two Vols. Cr. Svo. jSs. 

Newbolt.— Works by the Rev. W. C. E. Newbolt, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of St. Paul's. 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. Being Ten Addresses bearing on 
the Spiritual Life. Crown Svo. zs. 6d. 

THE MAN OF GOD. Being Six Addresses delivered during Lent 
1886, at the Primary Ordination of the Right Rev. the Lord Alwyne 
Compton, D.D., Bishop of Ely. Small Svo. is. 6d. 

COUNSELS OF FAITH AND PRACTICE. Being Sermons preached 
on Various Occasions. Svo. js. 6d, 

THE VOICE OF THE PRAYER BOOK. Being Spiritual Addresses 
bearing on the Book of Common Prayer. Crown Svo, ar. 6rf. 

Newnham.— THE ALL-FATHER: Sermons preached in a 
Village Church. By the Rev. H. P. Newnham. With Preface by 
Edna Lyall. Crown Svo. 4^. 6d. 

Newnham.— ALRESFORD ESSAYS FOR THE TIMES. By 
Rev. W. O. Newnham, M. A. , late Rector of Ah-esford. Contents :— 
Bible Story of Creation— Bible Story of Eden— Bible Story ot the 
Deluge— After Death— Miracles : A Conversation— Eternal Punishment 
— The Resurrection of the Body. Crown Svo, 6s, 
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Newman. — Worksr by John Henry Newman, B.D. (Cardinal 
Newman), formerly Vicar of St. Mary's, Oxford. 

PAROCHIAL AND PLAIN SERMONS. Eight Vols. Cabinet Edition, 
Crown Svo. $s. each. Popular Edition. Eight Vols. Crown Svo. 
y, 6d. each, 

SELECTION, ADAPTED TO THE SEASONS OF THE ECCLE- 
SIASTICAL YEAR, from the 'Parochial and Plain Sermons.' 
Cabinet Edition. Crown Bvo. y. Popular Edition. Crown %vo. 
y. 6d. 

FIFTEEN SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OXFORD, between A.d. 1826 and 1843. C^own Svo. 5^. 

SERMONS BEARING UPON SUBJECTS OF THE DAY. Cabinet 
Edition. Crown Bvo. 5s. Popular Edition. Crown Bvo. y. 6d. 

LECTURES ON THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. Crown 
Bvo. ss. 

THE LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN HENRY 
NEWMAN DURING HIS LIFE IN THE ENGLISH CHURCH. 
With a Brief Autobiographical Memoir. Arranged and Edited by 
Anne Mozley. Two Vols. Bvo. 30J. net. 
\* For other Works by Cardinal Neujman, see Messrs. Longmans & Co.'s Catalogue 

of Works In General Literature. 

Osborne. — Works by Edward Osborne, Mission Priest of the 
Society of St. John the Evangelist, Cowley, Oxford 

THE CHILDREN'S SAVIOUR. Instructions to Children on the Life 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Illustrated. i6mo. zs. 6d. 

THE SAVIOUR-KING. Instructions to Children on Old Testament 
Types and Illustrations ofthe Life of Christ. Illustrated. i6mo. 2s.6d. 

THE CHILDREN'S FAITH. Instructions to Children on the Apostles' 
Creed. Illustrated. i6mo. as. 6d. 

Oxenden.— Works by the Right Rev. AsHTON Oxenden, for- 
merly Bishop of Montreal. 

THE HISTORY OF MY LIFE : An Autobiography. Crown Svo. y. 

THE PATHWAY OF SAFETY ; or, Counsel to thfe Awakened. Fcap. 
Svo, large type. as. 6d. Cheap Edition. Small type, limp. is. 

THE EARNEST COMMUNICANT. New Red Rubric Edition, szmo, 
cloth. 2S. Common Edition, '^•ztfw, is. 

OUR CHURCH AND HER SERVICES. Fcap. Bvo. 2s. 6d. 
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Oxenden.— Works by the Right Rev. AsHTON Oxenden, 
formerly Bishop of Montreal — continuecL 

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR FOUR WEEKS. First Series. Fcaf, Bvo. 
2J. 6d. Second Series. Fcap. 8vo, ar. 6d. 
Large Type Edition. Two Series in one Volume. Crown Svo, 6s. 

COTTAGE SERMONS ; or, Plain Words to the Poor. Fcap. Svo. ar. 6d. 
THOUGHTS FOR HOLY WEEK. i6mo, cloth, is. 6d. 
DECISION. iSmo. is. 6d. 

THE HOME BEYOND ; or, A Happy Old Age. Fcap. Svo, is. CI. 
THE LABOURING MAN'S BOOK. iZmo, large type, cloth, is. 6d. 

Paget.— Works by the Rev. Francis Paget, D.D., Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford. 

THE SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE : Sermons. Crcrwn Bvo. 6s. 6d. 

FACULTIES AND DIFFICULTIES FOR BELIEF AND DIS- 
BELIEF. Crown Bvo. 6s. 6d. 

THE HALLOWING OF WORK. Addresses given at Eton, January 
iO-i8', i888. Small Bvo. 2^. 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. By a Clergyman. With 

Prefaces bj- H. P. Liddon, D.D., D.C.L. Crown Bvo, 

Vol. I. — The Holy Gospels. 4j. 6d, 
Vol. II.— Acts to Revelation. 6j. 
The Psalms. 5j. 

PRIEST (THE) TO THE ALTAR ; Or, Aids to the Devout 
Celebration of Holy Communion, chiefly sifter the Ancient English 
Use of Sarum. Royal Bvo. 12s, 

Pusey.— Works by the late Rev. E. B. PUSEY, D.D. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS. With Preface by H. P. Liddon, D.D. s^mo. zs. 6d. 

PRAYERS FOR A YOUNG SCHOOLBOY. With a Preface by 
H. P. Liddon, D.D. z^mo. is. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF EDWARD BOUVERIE 
PUSEY, D.D. Crozvn Bvo. y. 6d. 

MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
EDWARD BOUVERIE PUSEY, D.D. Selected and Arranged for 
Daily Use. By C. M. S. Crown i6mo. is. 


